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V)”hrada/Disclaimer

Vyhrada tykajica sa pouzitych zdrojov a uvedenych informacii/
Disclaimer on sources and information

Tato sprava bola napisand na zéklade starostlivo vybranych spolahlivych a verejne dostupnych zdrojov
informacii. VSetky pouzité zdroje s v sprave uvedené.

Vsetky informacie uvedené v tejto sprave boli vyhladané, vyhodnotené a spracované s najvy$Sou moznou
mierou starostlivosti vzhladom na obmedzeny rozsah Casu dostupného na jej vyhotovenie. Sprava dant
problematiku nepokryva vycCerpavajuco a nie je ani rozhodujuca pre postidenie konkrétnej ziadosti o azyl.

Ak v sprave nie je spomenuta urcitd udalost, osoba alebo organizacia, nemusi to nevyhnutne znamenat’, zZe sa
udalost’ nestala, alebo Ze tato osoba alebo organizacia neexistuje.

Informacie uvedené v sprave nevyjadruji osobné ani politické nazory Ligy za l'udské prava.

This report was composed on the basis of carefully selected reliable, publicly available sources of information. All sources used are
referenced.

All the information provided has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care within a limited time span. The report does not
pretend to be exhaustive. Neither is this document conclusive as to the merit of any claim to refugee status or asylum.

If a certain event, person or organization is not mentioned in the report, this does not necessarily mean that the event has not taken place or
that the person or organization does not exist.

The information in the report does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Human Rights League and makes no political statement
whatsoever.

Vyhrada pouZitia spravy/

Disclaimer on the use of the report

Sprava nemoze byt kopirovana alebo publikovana (¢i uz tiplne alebo Ciastocne) bez predchadzajiceho suhlasu
Ligy za l'udské prava, s tym, ze verejné zdroje informacii pouZzité v sprave smi1 byt citované, nie ale ich preklad
do slovenského jazyka alebo samostatna sprava bez predchadzajiiceho sthlasu Ligy za l'udské prava.

This report can not be reproduced or republished (partially or entirely) without the prior consent of The Human Rights League. The public
sources of information used in this report can be quoted, but not their translation into Slovak, or the report itself without the prior consent of
The Human Rights League.
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A. Kurdi v Syrii

Najnovsie informacie o situacii Kurdov v Syrii najdete na webovych strankach Syrie a sprav
Asociacie pre medzinarodnu podporu Kurdov v Syrii, ktora ma sidlo vo Velkej Britanii - SKS.

Podla spravy CNN® Kurdi nemaju oficidlnu vlast ani krajinu. Najviac ich Zije na Strednom
vychode, vratane severného lIraku, vychodného Turecka, zapadného Irdnu a malych casti
severnej Syrie a Arménska.

Al-Masdar Al-'Arabi (2016)* uviedol s odkazom na séitanie obyvatelstva v roku 2016, Ze Kurdi
tvoria asi 15 percent obyvatelov Syrie.

Ako sa uvadza v sprave ILAC o hodnoteni pravneho $tatu (2017)°, kurdskd mengina bola
pocas desatro¢i predmetom znacnej represie zo strany vlady. Zatial co kurdské obyvatelstvo
je primarne sustredené na severe Syrie, Kurdi Ziju vo vSetkych castiach Syrie, rovnako ako
Ziadna cast Syrie nie je Uplne kurdska. Pocet obyvatelov kurdskej mensiny v Syrii je priblizne
1,7 az 2 milidny ludi. Zatial ¢o niektori Ziju v mestskych oblastiach, ako je Damask a Aleppo,
vacsina z nich Zije na severovychode krajiny na viniacich sa rovinach pozdiz tureckych hranic.
Po udalostiach nasledujucich po povstani v roku 2011, sa vSak velké Casti severnej Syrie
dostali pod kontrolu kurdskych sil. Osobitny politicky kontext tychto oblasti znamenal, Ze sa
oblast spravodlivosti rozvijala odlisne od ostatnych oblasti mimo vladnej kontroly.

V sprave z maja roku 2010%s nazvom Otdzky ludskych prdv tykajicich sa Kurdov v Syrii,
spracovanej spolo¢nou vysetrovacou misiou Danskej imigracnej sluzby (DIS) a ACCORD/
Rakuskeho Cerveného kriza pre Damask - Syriu, Bejrut — Libanon, Erbil a Dohuk v Kurdistane,
regione Iraku (KRI) sa uvadza: "Prevaznd vacsina [kurdskej populdcie v Syrii] je sunnitska a
hovori vlastnym jazykom Kirmanji. Kurdovia #iji vo velkom poéte pozdiz hranic s Irakom
a Tureckom, pricom su sustredeni v troch oblastiach: Jazira na severovychode, ‘Ain ‘Arab
region na severe a vysociny severozapadne okolo Afrinu, tiez zname ako Kurd Dagh (Hora
Kurdov). Taktiez v Aleppe a Damasku existuje znacna kurdskda populdcia.

L CNN. (2017, April 8). Kurdish People Fast Facts. CNN. Retrieved from http://edition.cnn.com/2014/08/18/world/kurdish-
people-fast-facts/index.html.

% Al-Masdar Al-'Arabi. (2016, September 20). Syria Kurds hold population census. Al-Masdar Al-'Arabi. Retrieved from
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syria-kurds-hold-population-census/.

* International Legal Assistance Consortium (ILAC). (2017). ILAC Rule of Law Assessment Report: Syria 2017. Retrieved from
http://www.ilacnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Syria2017.pdf.

* Danish Immigration Service (DIS) & ACCORD/Austrian Red Cross. (2010). Human rights issues concerning Kurds in Syria .
Retrieved from https://www.nyidanmark.dk/NR/rdonlyres/FFO3AB63-10A5-4467-A038-
20FE46B74CE8/0/Syrienrapport2010pdf.pdf.
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B. Historicka marginalizacia a diskriminacia Kurdov

Ako uviedla Amnesty International (2015)° v sprave s nazvom Ndsilné vysidlenie a demoldcie
v severnej Syrii ,Kurdi v Syrii boli vystaveni dlhodobe] diskrimindcii a vdZznemu porusovaniu
ludskych prav predtym, ako sa v roku 2011 zadalo povstanie. Celili obmedzeniam ¢o sa tyka
pouzivania ich jazyka a kultdry. Taktiez im bol odopierany plny pristup ku vzdelaniu,
zamestnaniu, zdravotnym sluzbam a inym pravam, ktoré maju syrski Statni prislusnici.

Amnesty International vo svojej sprave z roku 2009 s nazvom Represia kurdskych politickych
a kulturnych prdv v Syrii uvadza: "Od 50. rokov minulého storocia po sebe iduce vlady v Syrii
prijali arabsky nacionalizmus a podla toho presadzovali politiku potlacania kurdskej identity,
pretoze ju vnimali ako hrozbu pre jednotu arabskej Syrie. Vldda povazovala Kurdov za
cudzincov, a preto im odopierala pristup k sluzbam. V roku 1962 vlada vykonala Specialne
sCitanie ludu v provincii Al-Hasakeh v severovychodnej Syrii pod zdmienkou, Ze mnohi
nesyrski Kurdi prisli nelegdlne z Turecka. Kurdi museli preukazat, Ze Zili v Syrii aspor od roku
1945, inak stratili obcianstvo. VIada vykonala scitanie v jeden derl a nedala obyvatelom
vediet dostatocne vopred, ako im ani neposkytla informacie o tomto procese. V désledku
toho organy zrusili stdtne obcianstvo asi 150 000 Kurdom, ¢im ich ponechali bez Statnej
prislusnosti, na zaklade ¢oho Celili roznym tazkostiam, od ziskania zamestnania az po pristup
k statnym sluzbam. Nasledne tito Kurdi a ich potomkovia nemali identifikacné karty a nemali
pristup k vlddnym sluzbam vratane zdravotnej starostlivosti a vzdeldvania. Tiez Celili sociadlnej
a ekonomickej diskriminacii. Kurdi bez statnej prislusnosti nemali pravo dedit alebo odkazat
svoj majetok aabsencia Statnej prisluSnosti a nedostatok dokladov totoznosti ich
obmedzoval v cestovani medzi krajinami.

V sprave o hodnoteni pravneho statu ILAC (2017)° sa uvadza, e kurdska mensina bola pocas
desatroci predmetom znacnej represie zo strany vlady. Jednou z najznamejsich prvych snah
bolo vydanie legislativneho dekrétu ¢. 193 z roku 1952. Tento dekrét mal za ciel riesit rizika
spojené s podozrivymi ludmi, ktori maju majetok susediaci s hranicami. Na zaklade dekrétu
bola zakazana vacsina pozemkovych transakcii v niektorych hrani¢nych oblastiach, pricom sa
vyzadovalo predchadzajuce ziskanie licencie od ustrednej vlady. Podla jednej spravy Ziadny
Kurd nikdy neziskal takuto licenciu. V pohraniénych oblastiach, ktoré boli vyliéené vyhlaskou
€. 193, boli zahrnuté aj vSetky pozemky do 25 km od tureckych hranic, ktoré boli prevazne
obyvané Kurdmi. Po tomto coskoro nasledovalo prijatie dalSieho osobitného dekrétu,
ktorym doslo k rozSireniu pohranicnej oblasti o dalSie kurdské centrum, gubernorat al-
Hasakah, ktory sa nachadza 100 kilometrov od hranic vo vnutrozemi. Zatial ¢o boli tieto
dekréty neskor zmenené a doplnené tak, aby platili len pre polnohospodarske pozemky, ich
Cistou hodnotou bolo vaine branit Kurdom, aby previedli svoje pozemky vo vacsSine
severnych kurdskych oblasti.

> Amnesty International. (2015). WE HAD NOWHERE ELSE TO GO’ FORCED DISPLACEMENT AND DEMOLITIONS IN
NORTHERN SYRIA. Retrieved from http://www.aina.org/reports/aiwhnetg.pdf.

® International Legal Assistance Consortium (ILAC) (2017). ILAC Rule of Law Assessment Report: Syria 2017. Retrieved from
http://www.ilacnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Syria2017.pdf.
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Strana Ba'ath sa dostala k moci v roku 1963 a pokracovala v politike potlacania kurdskej
identity pod zamienkou propagacie arabského nacionalizmu. Klicovou sucastou tejto
politiky bolo povzbudit arabov, aby sa presidlili do oblasti, ktoré tradi¢ne obyvali Kurdi, a aby
vytvorili "arabsky pas", ktory by oddelil syrskych Kurdov od Kurdov v Turecku a lIraku,
u ktorych zacalo prebiehat narodné prebudenie.

V roku 1975 vlada presidlila priblizne 4 000 arabskych rodin, ktorych vlastné pozemky boli
zasiahnuté vystavbou priehrady Tabga na rieke Eufrat, do 41 "modelovych fariem" v samom
srdci kurdského regionu. Vlada pozastavila projekt "arabského pasu" v roku 1976, ale nikdy
nezrusSila modelové dediny, ani neumoznila navrat vysidlenych Kurdov na ich podu.

Paralelne sa nastupnicke vlady sustredili na potlacenie kurdskej identity obmedzenim
pouzivania kurdského jazyka na verejnosti, v Skolach a na pracovisku, zakazovanim publikacii
v kurdskom jazyku a zdkazom osldv kurdskych slavnosti, ako je Nowruz, tradi¢ny kurdsky
Novy rok. V roku 1967 sa v textoch Skolskej geografie vypustila zmienka o kurdskej mensine
v Syrii a predstavitelia Statnych uUradov zacali tlacit Kurdov, aby nedavali svojim detom
kurdské krstné menda. VIdda tiez premenovala kurdské regiony a dediny, aby im poskytla
"arabsku identitu" prostrednictvom administrativneho nariadenia z roku 1977. Dokonca aj
Ustava Syrie prijatd 13. marca 1973 sa zameriavala na arabsky nacionalizmus a vylucuje iné
etnické identity tym, Ze hovori: ,Ludia v syrskom arabskom regidne su stcastou arabského
naroda."

Zatial ¢o rezim strany Ba'ath potlac¢al Kurdov ako skupinu, umoznil jednotlivym Kurdom
dosiahnut pozicie statnej moci. Syrski Gradnici ¢asto cituju tychto Kurdov ako dékaz kurdskej
rovnosti a splynutia do statu. AvSak podla mnohych kurdskych aktivistov, s ktorymi sa stretlo
Human Rights Watch, tito ludia by tieto pozicie nedosiahli, keby prejavili akikolvek podporu
kurdskym pravam v Syrii.

O vy3sie spominanej diskriminacii Kurdov v Syrii pojednava aj Urad pre zahrani¢né veci
a Commonwealth (FCO) vo Vyro¢nej sprave o ludskych pravach za rok 20097, v ktorej sa
uvadza "V Syrii sa odhaduje, Ze 1,7 miliéna Kurdov trpi diskrimindciou, nedostatkom
politického zastUpenia a prisnymi obmedzeniami v oblasti socialneho a kultdrneho prejavu.
Najma existuje niekolko opatreni na potlacenie kurdskej identity prostrednictvom
obmedzenia pouzivania kurdského jazyka na verejnosti, v Skolach a na pracovisku. Publikacie
v kurdskom jazyku su zakazané, rovnako aj oslavy kurdskych sldavnosti, ako je Nowruz,
tradiény kurdsky Novy rok.

7 Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO). (2009). Annual Report on Human Rights 2009. Retrieved from
http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4caebaa72.pdf.
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C. Situacia Kurdov, zahrnajuc zaobchadzanie zo strany statnych organov od
vypuknutia povstania v roku 2011
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(Obrdazok 1: Mapa zobrazujica distribuciu Kurdov v Syrii, zdroj Medzindrodné prdvne
asistenéné konzorcium, z roku 2017°)

Sprava o ludskych prdvach za rok 2017 Ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci USA poskytla dékazy o
medialnych obmedzeniach uloZenych vladou, pricom sa v nej uvadza, Ze "vlada zacala
umoznovat velmi obmedzené pouZivanie kurdského jazyka na Statnych univerzitich po
dlhych desatrociach, vacsinou neudcdinného zakazu publikacii v kurdskom jazyku." Okrem
toho, ako aj v predchadzajucich rokoch, vlada aktivne obmedzovala narodnostné a etnické
mensiny od vykonavania tradicnych, naboZenskych a kultirnych aktivit. Kurdské
obyvatelstvo, obcania a osoby bez Statnej prislusnosti, celili oficidlnej a spoloéenskej
diskriminacii a represiam, ako aj nasiliu sponzorovanému vlddou. Vladne sily zatkli,
zadrziavali a udajne mudili mnohych kurdskych aktivistov pocas roka. Vlada nadalej
obmedzovala pouzZivanie a vyucovanie kurdského jazyka. Obmedzila aj vydavanie knih a
inych materialov v kurdskom jazyku, kurdské kultirne prejavy a oslavy kurdskych sviatkov.
Organy pokracovali v presadzovani vladneho pravidla z roku 2009, ktoré vyZzaduje, aby
najmenej 60 percent slov na oznaceniach v obchodoch a restauraciach bolo v arabcine.

Al-DzZazira uvadza, Ze vlada zakazala vSetky kurdské politické strany (30. januar 2012).
Podobne agentura Agence France-Presse (AFP) uvddza, Ze Syria ma 12 kurdskych politickych
stran, ktoré boli zakdzané (10. oktébra 2011). Viaceré zdroje vSak oznamuju, Ze Kurdi su
rozdeleni v reakcii na povstanie proti rezimu (Reuters 11. januara 2012, Le Nouvel
Observateur 30. marca 2012).

& International Legal Assistance Consortium (ILAC) (2017). ILAC Rule of Law Assessment Report: Syria 2017. Retrieved from
http://www.ilacnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Syria2017.pdf.
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Protestné demonstracie sa uskutocnili v kurdskych regidnoch (Al Jazeera 10. juna 2012, RFE /
RL 7. decembra 2011). V rozhovore v aprili 2012 na spravodajskej stranke KurdWatch, ktora
sa zaobera porusovanim ludskych prdv voci Kurdom v Syrii, veduci predstavitel kurdskej
l[avicovej strany uviedol, Ze v takmer vSetkych kurdskych mestach v krajine sa uskutocCnili
demonstracie (18 April 2012). Okrem toho v ¢lanku Guardian sa uvddza, Ze Kurdi sa
mobilizovali na uliciach esSte predtym, nezZ organizované politické strany prejavili svoj postoj
na ku konfliktu (The Guardian26 april 2012).

Medialne zdroje vSak uvadzaju, Ze demonstracie, ku ktorym doslo v kurdskych oblastiach,
boli menej intenzivne nezZ tie, ktoré sa uskutocCniliinde v krajine (Reuters 11. janudra 2012, Al
Jazeera 10. juna 2012). V rozhovore pre KurdWatch veduci kurdskej lavicovej strany vysvetlil,
Ze niektoré kurdské strany sa nadalej obavaju odvetnych Utokov Assadovho rezimu na ich
politické aktivity (KurdWatch 18. aprila 2012).

Zdroje médii uvadzaju, Ze utoky organov proti opoziénym sildam boli v kurdskych regiénoch
menej prisne a menej nasilné ako v ostatnych krajinach (Reuters 11. janudra 2012, Le Monde
12. oktébra 2011). Rovnako aj Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty (RFE / RL) uvadza, Ze
"bezpecnostné sily boli v mnohych pripadoch obmedzené" vo svojich reakcidch na
demonstracie, ku ktorym doSlo v kurdskych mestach (7. decembra 2011). ReZim takisto
Udajne povolil PYK otvorit kultirne strediskd a kurdské skoly (Le Monde 12. oktébra 2011,
MRG 2012, 209).

Podla MRG boli kurdski aktivisti od marca 2011 zatknuti za Ucast na aktivitdch proti
syrskemu rezimu (2012, 209). Podobne Amnesty International uvadza udajné nasilné
zmiznutie kurdského aktivistu (16. marca 2012), ako aj dalSieho aktivistu, ktorych zatkli
syrske bezpecnostné sily a udajne "mucili" (24. januar 2012). Podla organizdcie Human
Rights Watch bol kurdsky politicky aktivista zatknuty v Damasku v juli 2011 a bol "tazko
zbity", pretoZie ho orgdny spoznali ako "pravidelného ucéastnika” protestov. Neskor bol
prepusteny po podpisani zaruky, Ze sa zdrzi Ucasti na protestoch (14. mdja 2012). Podla
KurdWatch sa bezpeénostné sily zdrzali pouzivania mucenia proti aktivistom, ktori boli
zatknuti a zadrZani v kurdskych oblastiach aZz do augusta 2011, "ako zaisteni v inych
regionoch su teraz aj zaisteni v kurdskych oblastiach vystaveni vdznemu muceniu." (10.
augusta 2011).

Medidlne zdroje uvadzaju, Ze syrska armada sa v juli 2012 stiahla z viacerych kurdskych miest
a odovzdala kontrolu nad ich spravou PYD (AFP 27. jula 2012, BBC 27. jula 2012). Clanok BBC
vsak naznacuje, Ze syrske ozbrojené sily si udrzali svoju pritomnost v niekolkych mestach pod
kontrolou PYD (ibid.). Ustup syrskych ozbrojenych sil z tychto miest bolo niektorymi
povazované za dohodu medzi PYD a rezimom (ibid .; AFP 27. jula 2012)°

° Canada: Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Syria: the situation of Kurds, including their treatment by the
authorities since the start of the uprising (March 2011-July 2012), 7 August 2012, SYR104167.FE, available at:

http://www.refworld.org/docid/5121fb452.html [accessed 15 August 2017]
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Sprava o stave ludskych prav v Syrii, uverejnena a aktualizovand ministerstvom zahrani¢nych
veci Spojenych $tatov v marci 2017%°, naznaduje, Ze v stcasnosti priblizne 190 000 Kurdov v
krajine nema narok na ziskanie syrskeho obcianstva podla zakona. V roku 2011 prezident
Assad vydal dekrét, v ktorom vyhlasil, Ze Kurdi bez Statnej prislusnosti v al-Hasakeh, ktori su
registrovani ako "cudzinci", mozu poZiadat o obcianstvo. Toto opatrenie je popisované
niektorymi zdrojmi ako Usilie reZimu v snahe upokojit Kurdov, aby ich odradilo od vstupu do
opozi¢nych sil (Human Rights Watch 14. maja 2012, The New York Times 17. aprila 2012,
MRG 2012, 208). Navyse, podla Minority Rights Group International (MRG), proces ziskania
oblianstva zahfha rozhovor s bezpecnostnymi silami, pocas ktorého je vyuZivané
"zastraSovanie"; Okrem toho mladi Kurdi, ktori ziskali obcianstvo, boli "poZiadani" o
vykonanie vojenskej sluzby (tamtiez).

UNHCR ozndmilo, Ze priblizne 40 000 z tychto 190 000 Kurdov stidle nemodzie ziskat
obcianstvo. Podobne sa vyhldska nevztahovala na priblizne 160 000 "neregistrovanych"
bezdomovcov Kurdov. Vlada neregistrovala narodenie deti kurdskych nerezidentov, vratane
Kurdov bez Statneho obcianstva. NeuskutocCnenie registracie viedlo k odiatiu sluzieb, ako su
vysvedcéenia za Studium na strednych sSkolach, pristup k univerzitdm, pristup k formdlnemu
zamestndvaniu a obcianskej dokumentacii a ochrane.

Ministerstvo zahrani¢nych veci USA v sprave o ludskych pravach v Syrii, ktora bola naposledy
aktualizovana v marci 2017, uviedlo, Ze "teroristickd organizacia Da'esh bola zodpovedna za
genocidu proti skupindm v oblastiach pod jej kontrolou, vratane Yezidov, krestanov a
Siitskych moslimov, a zodpovedna za zlo€iny proti ludskosti a etnické Cistky namierené proti
tym istym skupinam a v niektorych pripadoch aj proti sunnitskym moslimom, Kurdom, a
inym mensinam. (...) Podla niektorych sprav Strana demokratickej unie (PYD) svojvolne
zadrzala 36 kurdskych opoziénych osobnosti v oblastiach, ktoré maju pod spravou. (...)
Existuju nepotvrdené spravy, Ze Da'esh popravil desiatky arabskych a kurdskych civilistov 21.
marca predtym, ako utiekol Kafr Saghir, kym vladne jednotky obsadili danu oblast.

O pravosti tychto zlo¢inov svedci sprava Guardian (2015)™ obsahujuca vyjadrenia syrskeho
Kurda, ktory dostal azyl v Spojenom kralovstve, kde je citovany "jedini fudia, ktori v
sucasnosti bojuju s Isisom, su Kurdi a Isis zabija nase rodiny, pricom berud nase Zeny a deti.
Kurdski fudia sa snaZia utiect a skutocne potrebuji pomoc zo strany Spojenych Statov a
Eurdpy. "

Aj ked' sa situdcia v Syrii od roku 2011 vyrazne zmenila s rozSirenim obcianskej vojny a
vznikom novych systémov miestnej spravy a ozbrojenych aktérov, mnohi z Kurdov bez
Statnej prislusnosti zo Syrie (alebo predtym bez Statnej prislusnosti) nadalej trpia dosledkami
rokov trvajuceho vylucenia a viktimizacie. Zatial ¢o pocet Kurdov bez Statnej prislusnosti zo

10 United States State Department. (2017). SYRIA 2016 HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT. Retrieved from

https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/265732.pdf.
u Siddiqui, S. (2015, November 21). 'Americans saved my life': former refugees from Iraq perplexed by US fears. The
Guardian. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/21/iragi-kurdish-refugees-us-response-syria.
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Syrie sa znizil - tak v Syrii, ako aj celosvetovo - sa stal tento problém komplexnym a
dynamickym, pri¢om vacsina obyvatelov je vysidlena a ¢oraz viac rozptylena.

D. Sucasna bezpecna situdacia tykajuca sa Kurdov a aktéri syrskeho konfliktu

Po Siestich rokoch sa syrsky konflikt rozdeluje medzi Styri strany, kazda strana ma svojich
zahranic¢nych podporovatelov. Tieto strany predstavuju zjednoduSene prezidenta Assada
(Syrska arabskda armada (SAA)), Kurdov (Cast Syrskych demokratickych sil (SDF) a YPG),
rebelov vratane Slobodnej syrskej armady (FSA) a novovzniknutého Islamského statu (IS).
Vsetci bojuju o kontrolu nad tzemim v Syrii. MenSie ozbrojené skupiny, ktoré nie su v koalicii
s velkymi hraémi, tiez prevzali kontrolu nad Uzemim, ale v menSom rozsahu.

SDF a Ludové obranné jednotky (YPG)

Podla ACAPS: "Syrske demokratické sily (SDF) su koaliciou ozbrojenych skupin, ktorym
dominuje YPG a iné kurdské skupiny. SnaZia sa vytvorit autondmny region v severnej Syrii s
nazvom Rojava, ktory by zahffal casti Aleppa, ar-Raqgqa a al-Hasakeh gubernie a
pravdepodobne siahal aZ po Stredozemné more. Bojuju najma proti IS a FSA (Slobodna
syrska armada). Su relativne neutralne voci syrskej vlade. YPG, najvyznamnejsia skupina v
koalicii, ma priblizne 30 000 bojovnikov. Je vyliéend zo sucasného primeria. Nie je jasné, Ci

st vyltgeni aj dalsi ¢lenovia SDF. "*2

YPG je ozbrojenym kridlom Strany demokratickej Unie (PYD). YPG ma tiez Zenské jednotky,
nazyvané Zenské obranné jednotky (YPJ). Od odchodu vladnych vojenskych a
bezpecnostnych sil z vacsiny kurdskych oblasti, miest a obci v juli 2012, PYD a YPG udajne
zriadili de facto kontrolu nad tromi kurdskymi vacsinovymi enkldvami v severnej a
severovychodnej Syrii.

2 ACAP. (2017). Crisis analysis of Syria. Retrieved from https://www.acaps.org/country/syria/crisis-analysis

13 Stratfor, The Fragile Gains of Syria's Kurds, 31 July 2015, http://bit.ly/1M2XORk; The Telegraph, Who Are the Kurds? A
User's Guide to Kurdish Politics, 5 July 2015, http://bit.ly/1exTYSF; UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent
International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 5 February 2015, A/HRC/28/69,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/54e74b777.html (hereafter: UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent
International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 5 February 2015), para. 40.
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Democratic Union
Party (PYD/YPG)
Founded: 2003

Kurdish National

Council (KNC)
Founded: 2011

Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF)
Founded: 2015

An offshoot of the PKK and An alliance of mostly Kurdish, A coalition of about a
one of Syria’s most Arab, Assyrian, Armenian and dozen Syrian Kurdish
prominent Kurdish groups. Turkmen groups. Major groups parties not aligned with
The YPG and the YPJ are include the YPG and the Free the PYD/YPG. Supported
its two armed wings. Syrian Army. The US-backed by Irag’s KDP e_m,d a
Currently battling ISIL in SDF are currently battling ISIL member of Syria’s main
Syria’s war. in Syria’s war. Its political wing opposition alliance.

is the Syrian Democratic

Council. &
COOS ﬁ

(Obrdzok 2: Mapa zobrazujica distribuciu kurdskych politickych / vojenskych sil v Syrii,
zdroj Al Jazeera, 2017%)

Vysoky komisar OSN pre utecencov (UNHCR), v publikacii s ndzvom Otdzky medzindrodnej
ochrany vo vztahu k ludom, ktori prichddzaju do Syrskej arabskej republiky, aktualizacia IV,
december 2015, uvadza: "YPG podporované miestnymi ozbrojenymi skupinami a
medzinarodnymi koaliénymi leteckymi Utokmi, dalej napredovali a konsolidovali kontrolu
nad de facto samospravnymi kurdskymi oblastami na severe, a to al- Hassakeh, Kobane (Ayn
Al-Arab v arabdine) a Afrin. Taktiez sa im podarilo obsadit Gzemia predtym spravované ISIS,
predovsetkym strategické mesta Kobane (gubernia Aleppo) a Tal Abyad (gubernia ar-Raqqga)
v janudri a v polovici juna 2015. Vysledkom je, Ze YPG teraz spravuje vyznamny Usek
susediaceho Uzemia spdjajuceho kantény Kobane a Al-Jazire (gubernia al-Hassakeh). YPG
pokracuje v boji s ISIS naprie¢ severnou a severovychodnou Syriou a preruSovane sa
angazuje v bojoch s inymi protivladnymi ozbrojenymi skupinami v Aleppe a al-Hassakeh
gubernii.

Neddvna sprava ACAP z juna 2017 vysvetI’ujelS: "Slobodnda syrska armada (FSA) ma pod
kontrolou hlavne Uzemia na juhozdpade a na severozdpade. Turecké ozbrojené frakcie FSA a
kurdské ozbrojené skupiny pod SDF bojuju o kontrolu na severe krajiny. Medzindrodné
zapojenie do konfliktu zahffia Rusko a Irdn, ktoré podporuju syrsku vladu, frakcie FSA
podporované Tureckom, ako aj medzinarodnu koaliciu proti IS, vedend USA. USA tiez
podporuje pozemné jednotky, ako je SDF s ndletmi. Dia 6. aprila USA spustili okolo 59 rakiet
na zakladnu Syrskej arabskej armady (SAA) v samospravnej oblasti Homs ako odplatu za

14 Rifai, D.A. & Ali, M. (2017, May 23). Who and where are the Kurds?. Al Jazeera. Retrieved from

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2017/05/kurds-170522122738085.html.
S ACAP. (2017). Crisis analysis of Syria. Retrieved from https://www.acaps.org/country/syria/crisis-analysis
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chemicky utok na Khan Sheikhoun zo dia 4. aprila, z ktorého je obvinend SAA — islo o prvy
krat, kedy sa tieto dva Staty stretli v priamej konfrontdcii od zaciatku konfliktu. "

Aleppo

Raqgqa

Hama

/7—
Q Palantir

Opposition Control
SDF Control
Government Control
ISIS Control

Daraa Israeli-Occupied

Basemag: Subdistrct Location Densty
controlied lor area), 201

Damascus

Figure 1 - Areas of control in Syria by June 21, with arrows indicating advances since the start of the reporting period. The
underlying map is shaded based upon the density of population centers, with darker areas indicating greater density.

Obrdzok 3: Oblast kontroly v Syrii zo dfia 21. jina 2017.%°

Carterove Centrum zaznamenalo v juni 2017: "Kurdské syrske demokratické sily (SDF)
pokracovali v obsadzovani mesta ar-Raqqa, ale sa dostali do konfliktu s postupujicimi pro-
vlddnymi silami juzne od mesta Tabga. Konflikt v tejto oblasti viedol k tomu, Ze
Medzinarodnd koalicia zostrelila syrske lietadlo a varovala pro-vladne sily pred ohrozenim
pozicii SDF v tejto oblasti."

V severnej Syrii poznamenalo, Ze: "18. juna sa pro-vladne sily a SDF podporované USA stretli
okolo spolocenstiev Ja'adin a Shwihna severne od Resafa, ¢o viedlo k obsadeniu Ja'adinu
pro-vladnymi silami a Shwihna zo strany SDF. Jednotky tigrov su teraz menej ako 120 km
zapadne od Deir Ezzor, a preto predstavuju najblizsie pro-vladne jednotky k Deir Ezzor."

ACAPY tie? poznamenalo, Ze "USA vedd medzindrodnu koaliciu v boji proti IS, ktord bola
zriadend v roku 2014. Odvtedy uskutocénili mnohé utoky na Uzemiach, ktoré su pod
kontrolou IS. Existuje priblizne 1000 americkych pozemnych vojakov - aj ked' tvrdia, Ze ich
tlohou je poskytovat podporu SDF pri ich operaciach proti IS v ar-Raqqa.”

E. Povinna vojenska sluzba v Syrii a jej aplikacia v pripade Kurdov

' The Carter Centre (2017, June 21). Syria  conflicts  mapping  project.  Retreived  from

https://www.cartercenter.org/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict-resolution.html
7 ACAP. (2017). Crisis analysis of Syria. Retrieved from https://www.acaps.org/country/syria/crisis-analysis
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Vojenskd sluzba v trvani 18 alebo 21 mesiacov, v zavislosti od dosiahnutého vzdelania, je
povinna pre vsetkych syrskych muZov a Palestin¢anov Zijucich v Syrii. Vojensky vek je 18-42
rokov. Vekova hranica pre rezervistov je podla zdkona 52 rokov alebo 54 rokov, ak ma muz
bakalarsky titul.

V minulosti, pred vypuknutim syrskej obcianskej vojny, boli okrem nasilného odvodu iné
porudovania ludskych prav kurdskych vojakov bezné. Komuniké'® mimovladnej organizécie
Alkarama z 10. juna 2010 uviedlo: "Od incidentov v roku 2004 [v Qamishli] zomreli desiatky
etnickych Kurdov pri plneni povinnej syrskej vojenskej sluzby, avSak orgdny tvrdia, Ze ich
Umrtia boli spésobené bud' zlyhanim srdca, zranenim pocas pokazenia vojenskych vozidiel
alebo zdravotnou krizou. Rodiny obeti vSak maju dbékaz, ktory naznacuje opak; potvrdili, Ze
videli strelné rany a modriny sp6sobené mucéenim na telach svojich blizkych.

"Fenomén etnickych Kurdov umierajlcich pocas syrskej vojenskej sluzby sa stal hlavnym
problémom medzi rodinami etnickych kurdskych vojakov. Vojenska sluzba je v Syrii povinna
a mnohi sa teraz obdvaju o svoj Zivot na mieste, ktoré sa ma povazovat za bezpecné."

Okrem toho zdroje, ktoré boli konzultované v maji 2010 zo strany DIS a ACCORD / Rakusky
Cerveny kriz, pre vy$etrovaciu spravu tykajicu sa otazok ludskych prav Kurdov v Syrii*®
uviedli, Ze v priebehu roka 2009 zomrelo 16-20 kurdskych brancov a vyskytlo sa 33-35
kurdskych umrti pocas vojenskej sluzby v rokoch 2004 az 2009. Kurdsky novinar a aktivista za
ludské prava informoval vySetrovaciu misiu, Ze "zatial ¢o tieto pripady boli vysvetlené vladou
ako samovrazdy, rodiny zosnulych uviedli, Ze boli zabiti. Niektoré z rodin zosnulych
kurdskych vojakov svedcili pre organizacie zaoberajuce sa ludskymi pravami, Ze teld mrtvych
vojakov niesli dve alebo tri diery po gulkach, z ktorych kazd4 jedna bola smrtelnd. "

Podla spravy vySetrovacej misie Finskej imigracnej sluzby z roku 2016 "Syrska armada a PYD
maju od roku 2011 dohodu, podla ktorej je YPG / J povolené operovat aj vtedy, ked su na
blizku vladne sily. Rezim tvrdi, Ze od roku 2012 poskytuje zariadenia pre PYD. Napriek tomu
existuje napdtie medzi syrskou armadou a Kurdmi. Existuje tieZ rozdelenie Kurdov a ich
podpora réznym skupinam bojujucim vo vojne. Podla HBS sa syrska armdda nepokusa
regrutovat ludi v Qamishli. Armada sa nemohla pohybovat mimo jej uréenych oblasti v
Qamishli. Eurépsky diplomat tiez zdiela nazor, Ze armdada neregrutuje ludi v Qamishli. Podla
Hanafiho su ludia prijimani do vojenskej sluzby aj v Qamishli, ale nie v oblastiach, kde su
vyluéne len Kurdi. Na jar roku 2016 doslo k pripadom, kedy armada a YPG nasilne
naverbovali fudi. Zdroj si nie je isty, koho armada regrutuje — ¢i regrutuje rovnako arabov aj
Kurdov. Rovnako sa vyskytli demonstracie proti vojenskej sluzbe aj v meste Qamishli a tiez

¥ Home Office (2010). Country of Origin Report: Syria. Retrieved from
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20101208171359/rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/syria-030910.doc.

' Danish Immigration Service (DIS) & ACCORD/Austrian Red Cross. (2010). Human rights issues concerning Kurds in Syria .
Retrieved from https://www.nyidanmark.dk/NR/rdonlyres/FFO3AB63-10A5-4467-A038-
20FE46B74CE8/0/Syrienrapport2010pdf.pdf.
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strety medzi YPG a NDF. Je moZné, Ze konflikty suviseli s miestnymi problémami a nie
nevyhnutne s vojenskou sluzbou."

Na miestach pod kontrolou syrskej vlady sa Standardné pravidla povinnej vojenskej sluzby
vztahuju aj na vSetkych Kurdov. Vlada Udajne pravidelne povaZuje odmietanie nastupu na
vojensku sluzbu nielen za akt, ktory je stihatelny zdkonom, ale aj za vyjadrenie politického
nesuhlasu a neochoty branit domovskd krajinu pred "teroristickymi" hrozbami. V praxi sa
Udajne zatykali a zadrzZiavali osoby vyhybajlce sa vojenskej sluzbe na rézne ¢asové obdobie
pred ich nasadenim do prisluénej vojenskej jednotky. **

V sprave Ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci USA o stave fudskych prav z roku 2016%* sa uvadza,
ze "kurdské bezpecnostné sily spojené s PYD Udajne zadrzali nezndmy pocet muzov a Zien vo
veku od 18 do 30 rokov na kontrolnych stanovistiach a v obydliach kurdskych oblasti a
prindtili ich bojovat za YPG."

Daldia sprava tie? "obvinila Ludové obranné jednotky (YPG) z nasilného naboru Kurdov,
vratane maloletych, mladsich ako 17 rokov. YPG odmietlo ndbor maloletych.

Povinnost v ramci zdkona o sebaobrane, ktory je vSeobecne znamy ako "zdkon o
regrutovani”, v oblastiach, ktoré su v sprave skupin spriaznenych s PYD v ramci kanténu
Rojava, bola uloZzend mladym [udom vo veku 18 aZ 30 rokov povinnost, aby absolvovali
vojensky wvycvik v trvani Siestich mesiacov a ndasledne pomadhali YPG a Syrskym
demokratickym silam (SDF) v boji proti 1S1S."%3

V spravodajstve The Nation (2017)**sa uviedlo, e americkd armada ma informécie o
nutenom ndbore YPG. "Poculi sme o tom. Neviem, ¢i sa nam to potvrdilo," povedal kolonel
John Thomas, hovorca amerického Ustredného velenia pre The Nation. Dodal vsak, Ze
"nuteny odvod nie je nieco, pre¢o sme tu, aby sme YPG radili to robit.”. Syrski Kurdi zalozili
PYD v roku 2003 s pomocou z Irdanu a Syrskej spravodajskej sluzby, podla zbehnutého
syrskeho spravodajského dostojnika, ktory povedal, Ze sa zucastnil prvého stretnutia.
Povinna vojenska sluzba YPG sa datuje do juna 2014, kedy legislativna rada v samosprave
Jazira vydala zdkon o realizacii sebaobrany. Zakon vyZaduje od kazdej rodiny, aby poskytla
muzského "dobrovolnika" vo veku od 18 do 30 rokov, aby slizil Sest mesiacov. Rodiny bez
vhodného muza boli povzbudzované, aby poslali Zeny, ¢o viedlo k nepokojom v celej Jazire a

% Einnish Immigration Service, Fact-Finding Mission Report Syria: military service, national defense forces, armed groups
supporting Syrian regime and armed opposition, Helsinki, August 23, 2016, Retrieved from:
http://www.migri.fi/download/70972 Report Military Service Final.pdf?191f58f38bbcd488

2LUN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Relevant Country of Origin Information to Assist with the Application of
UNHCR's Country Guidance on Syria: "lllegal Exit" from Syria and Related Issues for Determining the International Protection
Needs of Asylum-Seekers from Syria, February 2017, Retrieved from: http://www.refworld.org/docid/58da824d4.html

22 United States State Department. (2017). SYRIA 2016 HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT. Retrieved from
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/265732.pdf.

z Syrian Kurdish Peshmerga fighters deny forceful recruitment, dated February 15, 2017, Retrieved from
http://aranews.net/2017/02/syrian-kurdish-peshmerga-fighters-deny-forceful-recruitment/

# Gutman, R. (2017, February 13). America’s Favorite Syrian Militia Rules With an Iron Fist. The Nation. Retrieved from
https://www.thenation.com/article/americas-favorite-syrian-militia-rules-with-an-iron-fist/.
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ostatnych kanténoch, Kobani a Afrinu. YPG prenasleduje a zatyka mladych muzov - rovnako
ako Zeny a dievcata - od zaciatku roka 2014, uviedla Syrska siet pre [udské prava (SNHR)
zaCiatkom tohto roka. SNHR takisto uviedla, Zze v rokoch 2012 az 2015 boli nasilim
naverbovani do vojenskej sluzby detski vojaci — mladistvi, mlads$i ako 16 rokov. "Od roku
2012 boli deti nutené trénovat a pouzivat zbrane," povedala SNHR. Pentagon i ministerstvo
zahranicia odmietli odpovedat na otazky The Nation. V roku 2014 sa YPG pisomne dohodla
na zastaveni naboru neplnoletych vojakov, podla Zenevskej vyzvy mimovladnej organizacie,
ktora lobuje u ozbrojenych skupin, aby dodrZiavali medzindrodné pravidld tykajuce sa
vedenia vojny. Koncom roka 2015 bolo 214 deti mladSich ako 16 rokov demobilizovanych a
dalsich 49 bolo vo veku od 16 do 17 rokov prepustenych z vojenskej sluzby, uviedli YPG v
sprave zaciatkom minulého roka. Sino informoval o odvedeni dievcat, z ktorych najmene;j
dve boli mladistvé, a o zatknuti mladych muZov a Zien zo strany PKK na kontrolnych
stanovistiach. "V jeden den v roku 2014 zobrali na jednom kontrolnom bode 40 muZov a
chlapcov," povedal Sino. "Dialo sa to kazdy den. "Iny denl YPG vydalo prikaz na zaokruhlenie
brancov na 150. Nakoniec urady povolili kvoli medidalnemu pokrytiu ich praktik. "Povedali mi,
Ze bud'sa vzdam Zurnalistiky a odidem s nimi, alebo ma zabiju," povedal Sino pre The Nation.
Po Stvornasobnom uvazneni utiekol z Rojavy v janudri 2015. V skutocnosti je to silnd politicka
represia, ako uz bolo spomenuté, ktora tiez prispieva k neochote Kurdov slizit v YPG, uviedli
kurdski utecenci. Od minulej jesene, podla vyskumnicky Kurdwatch Evy Savelsberg, az 40%
bezpecnostnych sil v Rojave bolo naverbovanych nasilim. ZvySok, hlavne mladi muzi z
chudobnych rodin, sa z velkej miery pridaju z dévodu platu, pretoze v regiéne takmer
neexistuju pracovné prilezitosti. Napriek niutenému verbovaniu trpela YPG v minulom roku
nadalej nedostatkom bojovnikov, na zaklade ¢oho dria 17. oktdébra prijala nové pravidlo,
ktoré si vyZzaduje devat mesiacov sluzby a dalSie tri mesiace sa prirataju tym, ktori sa do 1.
decembra nezaregistruju.

F. Potencialne rizikové profily tykajuce sa Kurdov v Syrii

v .. . v . v . 2 . v o es v . . s
Podla Kanadskej imigra¢nej a ute¢eneckej rady® "Zdroje naznatuju, e medzi skupinu, ktora
je vystavena vacSiemu riziku zlého zaobchadzania zo strany hrani¢nych organov, patria Kurdi,
pretoze ich "lojalita voci rezimu bola tradi¢ne spochybriovand".

Spravy tvrdia, Ze v ramci Usilia o vytvorenie a konsolidaciu kontroly ISIS Umyselne zacieloval
civilistov na zaklade ich skuto¢ného alebo vnimaného politického nazoru a / alebo
nabozZenskej alebo etnickej identity, zahffiajuc nerozliSujice utoky na (mensinové) oblasti,
hromadné popravy a nutené vysidlenie." (...) experti zopakovali svoje obavy z pretrvavajuce;j
hrozby pre bezpecnost mensinovych skupin v Syrii vratane Alawitov, Arménov, Asyréanov,
Drizov, Ismailcov a Kurdov, ktori su zabijani, prenasledovani alebo inak zacielovani -

25 |RB Canada, Syria: Treatment of Returnees upon Arrival at Damascus International Airport and International Land Border
Crossing Points, 19 January 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/56d7fc034.html
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predovsetkym nestatnymi ozbrojenymi skupinami, vratane skupiny Jabhat al Nusra a tzv.
"Islamského $tatu v Iraku a Levante" - na zéklade ich nabozenskej alebo etnickej identity." 2

Na zdklade vyssie uvedenych informacii a v sulade s UNHCR su nasledujuce profily ohrozené
moznym prenasledovanim v Syrii. Tieto nie su nevyhnutne vylerpavajuce a moziu sa
prekryvat. Neexistuje Ziadna hierarchia v poradi, v akom su profily prezentované. Profily sa
zakladaju na informaciach, ktoré su k dispozicii v ¢ase pisania, a preto Ziadost by sa nemala
automaticky posudit za bezpredmetnu jednoducho preto, lebo nespada do niektorého z tu
uvedenych profilov:

e o0soby, ktoré su proti vldde alebo su vnimané ako oponenti voci vlade vratane, ale
nielen, ¢lenov politickych opozi¢nych stran; protestujucich, aktivistov a inych, ktori su
vhimani ako sympatizujuci s opoziciou; prislusnici protivliadnych ozbrojenych skupin
alebo osoby vnimané ako c¢lenovia protivlddnych ozbrojenych skupin; osoby
vyhybajlice sa vojenskej sluzbe a dezertéri z ozbrojenych sil; predstavitelia vlady
a strany Ba'ath, ktori opustili svoje funkcie; ¢lenovia rodiny a ini, ktori su spojeni s
osobami, ktoré su proti vldde alebo vnimané ako oponenti voci vlade; obyvateli
mestskych Stvrti, miest a dedin, ktoré su vnimané ako protivladne.

e o0soby, ktoré su proti alebo su vnimané ako oponenti ISIS v oblastiach, ktoré su pod
jeho de facto kontrolou alebo vplyvom.

e o0soby, ktoré su proti alebo si vnimané ako oponenti protivladnych ozbrojenych
skupin v oblastiach, ktoré su pod ich de facto kontrolou.

e osoby, ktoré su proti alebo su vnimané ako oponenti PYD / YPG v oblastiach pod ich
de facto kontrolou.

e (lenovia mensinovych etnickych skupin, vratane Kurdov, Turkménov, Asyrcanov,
Cirkasianov a Arménov. %’

% UN News Centre, Syria: UN Rights Officials Deplore Government Aerial Attacks; Warn of Retaliation by Armed Groups, 12
June 2015, http://www.refworld.org/docid/5580181c40a.html

z UNHCR, International Protection Considerations with Regard to People Fleeing the Syrian Arab Republic Update IV,
November 2015, Retrieved from: http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/5641ef894.pdf
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A. Kurds in Syria

For recent information on the situation of Kurds in Syria, see the Syria and Reports web
pages of the UK-based International Support Kurds in Syria Association — SKS.

According to a CNN reportzg, Kurds do not have an official homeland or country. Most reside
within countries in the Middle East including northern Iraq, eastern Turkey, western Iran and
small portions of northern Syria and Armenia.

In Syria, Al-Masdar Al-'Arabi (2016)%° reported that with reference to a 2016 Census, Kurds
comprise about 15 percent of Syria’s population.

As reported in ILAC Rule of Law Assessment Report (2017)%°, for decades, the Kurdish
minority were subject to considerable repression by the government. While the Kurdish
population is primarily concentrated to the north of Syria, Kurds live in all parts of Syria, just
as there is no part of Syria that is entirely Kurdish. The population of the Kurdish minority in
Syria is around 1.7 to 2 million people. While some live in urban areas such as Damascus and
Aleppo, most live in the northeast on the rolling plains along the Turkish border. However, in
the events following the 2011 uprisings, large parts of northern Syria have come under the
control of Kurdish forces. Particular political context of these areas has meant that the
justice sector there has come to develop differently from other areas outside government
control.

In the May 2010 report®, Human rights issues concerning Kurds in Syria, of a joint fact-
finding mission by the Danish Immigration Service (DIS) and ACCORD/Austrian Red Cross to
Damascus, Syria, Beirut, Lebanon, and Erbil and Dohuk, Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI), noted:
“The vast majority [of the Kurdish population in Syria] is Sunni and speaks its own distinct
language, Kirmanji. Kurds live in large numbers along the borders with Iraq and Turkey in
three areas of concentration: the Jazira in the northeast, the ‘Ain ‘Arab region in the north,
and the highlands in the northwest around ‘Afrin (also known as Kurd Dagh (Mountain of the
Kurds)). There are also sizeable Kurdish populations in Aleppo and Damascus.”

%% CNN. (2017, April 8). Kurdish People Fast Facts. CNN. Retrieved from http://edition.cnn.com/2014/08/18/world/kurdish-
people-fast-facts/index.html.

2 Al-Masdar Al-'Arabi. (2016, September 20). Syria Kurds hold population census. Al-Masdar Al-'Arabi. Retrieved from
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syria-kurds-hold-population-census/.

* |nternational Legal Assistance Consortium (ILAC). (2017). ILAC Rule of Law Assessment Report: Syria 2017. Retrieved from
http://www.ilacnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Syria2017.pdf.

*! Danish Immigration Service (DIS) & ACCORD/Austrian Red Cross. (2010). Human rights issues concerning Kurds in Syria .
Retrieved from https://www.nyidanmark.dk/NR/rdonlyres/FFO3AB63-10A5-4467-A038-
20FE46B74CE8/0/Syrienrapport2010pdf.pdf.
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B. Historic marginalization and discrimination of Kurds

As reported by Amnesty International (2015)*? on “Forced Displacement and Demolitions in
Northern Syria”, Kurds in Syria were subjected to long-term discrimination and serious
human rights violations before the uprising there began in 2011. They faced restrictions on
the use of the Kurdish language and culture, and were denied the full provision of education,
employment, health and other rights enjoyed by Syrian nationals.

In its report from 2009 called Repression of Kurdish Political and Cultural rights in Syri033
Amnesty International states “Since the 1950s, successive governments in Syria have
embraced Arab nationalism and accordingly pursued a policy of repressing Kurdish identity
because they perceived it as a threat to the unity of an Arab Syria. The government
considered the Kurds to be foreigners, which denied them access to services. In 1962 the
government carried out a special census in al-Hasakeh province in northeast Syria on the
pretext that many non-Syrian Kurds had crossed illegally from Turkey. Kurds had to prove
that they had lived in Syria since at least 1945 or lose their citizenship. The government
conducted the census in one day, and failed to give the population sufficient notice or
information about the process. As a result, the authorities revoked the citizenship of some
150,000 Kurds, leaving them stateless and facing difficulties of all sorts, from getting jobs to
obtaining state services. Consequentially, these Kurds and their descendants lacked identity
cards and could not access government services, including health care and education. They
also faced social and economic discrimination. Stateless Kurds do not have the right to
inherit or bequeath assets, and their lack of citizenship or identity documents restricted their
travel to and from the country.

The ILAC Rule of Law Assessment Report (2017)** suggested that for decades, the Kurdish
minority were subject to considerable repression by the government. One of the most
infamous of its early efforts was Legislative Decree No. 193 of 1952. The Decree purported
to address risks associated with suspicious people having property adjacent to the border. It
prohibited most land transactions in certain border areas without first obtaining a license
from the central government. According to one report, no Kurdish person has ever
succeeded to obtain such a license. Included within the border areas denied by Decree No.
193 were all lands areas within 25 kilometres of the Turkish border, which were
predominantly populated by Kurds. Another special decree soon followed, which expanded
the border area to include another Kurdish centre, the governate of al-Hasakah, situated 100
kilometres inside the border. While these decrees were later amended to apply to only

32 Amnesty International. (2015). WE HAD NOWHERE ELSE TO GO’ FORCED DISPLACEMENT AND DEMOLITIONS IN
NORTHERN SYRIA. Retrieved from http://www.aina.org/reports/aiwhnetg.pdf.

3 Amnesty International (2009). Repression of Kurdish Political and Cultural rights in Syria. Retrieved from

https://www.hrw.org/report/2009/11/26/group-denial/repression-kurdish-political-and-cultural-rights-syria
* International Legal Assistance Consortium (ILAC) (2017). ILAC Rule of Law Assessment Report: Syria 2017. Retrieved from
http://www.ilacnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Syria2017.pdf.
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agricultural lands, the net e ect of these provisions was to severely hamper Kurds from
transferring their lands in most of the northern Kurdish regions.

The Ba'ath party came to power in 1963 and continued the policy of denying Kurdish
identity under the guise of promoting Arab nationalism. A key component of this policy was
to encourage Arabs to resettle in areas where Kurds traditionally lived and to create an
“Arab belt” that would separate Syria’s Kurds from the Kurds in Turkey and Iraq, who had
started experiencing a national reawakening.

In 1975 the government resettled an estimated 4,000 Arab families, whose own lands had
been submerged by the construction of the Tabga dam on the Euphrates, in 41 “model
farms” in the very heart of the Kurdish region. The government suspended the “Arab belt”
project in 1976, but never dismantled the model villages, nor returned the Kurds displaced
from their land.

In parallel, successive governments focused on repressing Kurdish identity, through
restricting the use of the Kurdish language in public, in schools, and in the workplace,
banning Kurdish-language publications, and prohibiting celebrations of Kurdish festivities,
such as Nowruz, the traditional Kurdish New Year. In 1967 school geography texts dropped
all mention of a Kurdish minority in Syria, and government registry officials began pressuring
Kurds not to give their children Kurdish first names. The government also renamed Kurdish
regions and villages to give them an “Arab identity,” many through an administrative
ordinance in 1977. Even Syria’s constitution, adopted on March 13, 1973, focuses on Arab
nationalism and excludes other ethnic identities by stating, “The people in the Syrian Arab
region are a part of the Arab nation.”

While the Ba'ath regime repressed the Kurds as a group, it allowed certain individual Kurds
to reach positions of state authority. Syrian officials often cite these Kurds as evidence of
Kurdish equality and immersion in the state. However, according to many Kurdish activists
interviewed by Human Rights Watch, these men would not have achieved these positions if
they had manifested any support for Kurdish rights in Syria.

As stated in Annual Report on Human Rights 2009 of The Foreign and Commonwealth
Office (FCO) “Syria’s estimated 1.7 million Kurds continue to suffer from discrimination, lack
of political representation, and tight restrictions on social and cultural expression. In
particular, there are a number of measures in place repressing Kurdish identity, through
restricting the use of the Kurdish language in public, in schools and in the workplace.
Kurdish-language publications are banned and celebrations of Kurdish festivities, such as
Nowruz, the traditional Kurdish New Year, are prohibited.

3 Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO). (2009). Annual Report on Human Rights 2009. Retrieved from
http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4caebaa72.pdf.
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C. The situation of Kurds, including their treatment by the authorities since the
start of the uprising in 2011
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(Figure 1: A map showing the distribution of Kurds in Syria, credits International Legal
Assistance Consortium, 201 7 6)

The United States State Department Syria Human Rights Report (2017) provided evidence on
media restriction imposed by the government, arguing that “the government began allowing
very limited use of Kurdish in state-run universities, following a decades-long, mostly
ineffective ban prohibiting all Kurdish-language publications.”. Apart from these, as in
previous years, the government actively restricted national and ethnic minorities from
conducting traditional, religious, and cultural activities. The Kurdish population, citizens and
noncitizens, faced official and societal discrimination and repression as well as government-
sponsored violence. Government forces arrested, detained, and reportedly tortured
numerous Kurdish activists during the year. The government continued to limit the use and
teaching of the Kurdish language. It also restricted publication of books and other materials
in Kurdish, Kurdish cultural expression, and at times the celebration of Kurdish festivals.
Authorities continued enforcement of a 2009 government rule requiring that at least 60
percent of the words on signs in shops and restaurants be in Arabic.

Al Jazeera reports that all Kurdish political parties have been banned by the government
(30Jan. 2012). Similarly, Agence France-Presse (AFP) indicates that Syria has 12 Kurdish
political parties that have been banned (10 Oct. 2011). However, several sources report that

*® |nternational Legal Assistance Consortium (ILAC) (2017). ILAC Rule of Law Assessment Report: Syria 2017. Retrieved from
http://www.ilacnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Syria2017.pdf.
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Kurds are divided in their reaction to the uprising against the regime (Reuters
11 Jan. 2012; Le Nouvel Observateur 30 Mar. 2012).

Anti-regime demonstrations have taken place in Kurdish regions (Al Jazeera 10 June 2012;
RFE/RL 7 Dec. 2011). In an interview in April 2012 on the KurdWatch news site, which covers
human rights violations against Kurds in Syria (n.d.), a leader of the Kurdish Left Party
claimed that there had been demonstrations in almost all of the Kurdish cities in the country
(18 Apr. 2012). In addition, a Guardian article notes that the Kurds mobilized on the streets
well before the organized political parties took a stand on the conflict (The Guardian26 Apr.
2012).

However, media sources report that the demonstrations that have taken place in the
Kurdish regions have been less intense than those that have taken place elsewhere in the
country (Reuters 11 Jan. 2012; Al Jazeera 10 June 2012). In the KurdWatch interview, the
Kurdish Left Party leader explained that several Kurdish parties continue to fear reprisals
from the Assad regime for their political activities (KurdWatch 18 Apr. 2012).

Media sources report that the authorities' attacks against opposition forces were less severe
and less violent in the Kurdish regions than in the rest of the country (Reuters
11 Jan. 2012; Le Monde 12 Oct. 2011). Similarly, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL)
states that "the security forces have been in many cases restrained" in their responses to
demonstrations that took place in Kurdish cities (7 Dec. 2011). The regime is also reported to
have authorized the PYK to open cultural centres and Kurdish schools (Le
Monde 12 Oct. 2011; MRG 2012, 209).

According to MRG, since March 2011, Kurdish activists have been arrested for participating
in activities against the Syrian regime (2012, 209). Similarly, Amnesty International reports
the alleged forced disappearance of a Kurdish activist (16 March 2012), as well as another
activist who was arrested "solely for his activism" by Syrian security forces and allegedly
"tortured" (24 Jan. 2012). According to Human Rights Watch, a Kurdish political activist was
arrested in Damascus in July 2011 and was "severely beaten" because he was recognized by
the authorities as a "regular at protests;" he was released after having signed a guarantee
that he would refrain from participating in protests (14 May 2012). According to KurdWatch,
whereas security forces refrained from using torture against activists who were arrested and
detained in the Kurdish regions until August 2011, "[l]ike detainees in other regions,
detainees in the Kurdish regions are now subject to severe torture." (10 Aug. 2011).

Syria Human Rights Report published and updated by the United States State Department in
March 2017%, suggests that fact that nowadays approximately 190,000 Kurds in the country
are not entitled to Syrian nationality under the law. In 2011 President Asad issued a decree

37 United States State Department. (2017). SYRIA 2016 HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT. Retrieved from
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/265732.pdf.
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declaring that stateless Kurds in al- Hasakah governorate who were registered as
“foreigners” could apply for citizenship. This measure is described by some sources as an
effort to appease the Kurds in order to dissuade them from joining the opposition forces
(Human Rights Watch 14 May 2012; The New York Times 17 Apr. 2012; MRG 2012, 208). In
addition, according to Minority Rights Group International (MRG), the process of obtaining
citizenship involves an interview with the security forces, during which they make use of
"intimidation"; moreover, young Kurdish men who obtained citizenship were "asked" to
perform military service (ibid.).

UNHCR reported that approximately 40,000 of these 190,000 Kurds were still unable to
obtain citizenship. Likewise, the decree did not extend to the approximately 160,000
“unregistered” stateless Kurds. The government did not register the births of Kurdish
noncitizen residents, including stateless Kurds. Failure to register resulted in deprivation of
services, such as diplomas for high school level studies, access to universities, access to
formal employment, and civil documentation and protection.

Media sources report that, in July 2012, the Syrian army withdrew from a number of Kurdish
cities, surrendering control of the government to the PYD (AFP 27 July 2012; BBC 27 July
2012). However, a BBC article indicates that the Syrian armed forces have maintained their
presence in a few cities under PYD control (ibid.). The Syrian armed forces' withdrawal from
these cities has been seen by some as an agreement between the PYD and the regime (ibid.;
AFP 27 July 2012)*®

The United States State Department Syria Human Rights Report39, last updated March 2017,
reported “the terrorist organisation Da’esh was responsible for genocide against groups in
areas under its control, including Yezidis, Christians, and Shia Muslims, and was also
responsible for crimes against humanity and ethnic cleansing directed at these same groups
and in some cases also against Sunni Muslims, Kurds, and other minorities. (...) According to
some reports, the Democratic Union Party (PYD) arbitrarily detained 36 Kurdish opposition
figures in areas they controlled. (...) There were unconfirmed reports that Da’esh executed
tens of Arab and Kurdish civilians on March 21 before fleeing Kafr Saghir as government
forces seized the area.

In testifying the authenticity of such violations, a Guardian (2015)* report featuring a Syrian
Kurd with confirmed refugee status in the UK suggested that “The only people fighting Isis
right now are the Kurdish people, and Isis is killing our families, they’re taking our women

% Canada: Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Syria: the situation of Kurds, including their treatment by the
authorities since the start of the uprising (March 2011-July 2012), 7 August 2012, SYR104167.FE, available at:
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5121fb452.html [accessed 15 August 2017]

% United States State Department. (2017). SYRIA 2016 HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT. Retrieved from
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/265732.pdf.

40 Siddiqui, S. (2015, November 21). 'Americans saved my life': former refugees from Iraq perplexed by US fears. The
Guardian. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/21/iraqi-kurdish-refugees-us-response-syria.
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and kids. The Kurdish people are trying to escape, and they really need help from the United
States and Europe.”

Although the Syrian context has changed significantly since 2011 with the spread of civil war
and emergence of new local governance systems and armed actors, many of Syria’s stateless
(or formerly stateless) Kurds continue to suffer from the results of years of exclusion and
victimization. While the number of stateless Kurds from Syria has reduced — both in Syria
and globally — the problem has become a complex and dynamic one, with much of the
community becoming displaced and increasingly dispersed.

D. Current security developments regarding Kurds and actors in Syrian conflict

After six years, the Syrian conflict is divided between four sides, each side with foreign
backers, namely the Assad (The Syrian Arab Army (SAA)), the Kurds (part of the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF) and YPG), rebels including the Free Syrian Army (FSA) and the newly
joined Islamic State (IS). They all fight for control of territory throughout Syria. Smaller
armed groups that are not in coalition with major powers also take control over the
territory, but to a lesser extent.

SDF and People’s Protection Units (YPG)

According to the ACAPS: “The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) is a coalition of armed groups,
dominated by the YPG and other Kurdish groups. They seek to create an autonomous region
in northern Syria named Rojava, which would include parts of Aleppo, ar Raqga and al
Hasakeh governorates, and possibly reaching to the Mediterranean Sea. They are mainly
fighting against IS and the FSA (Free Syrian Army). They are relatively neutral towards the
Syrian government. YPG, the most prominent group in the coalition, has about 30,000
fighters. It is excluded from the current truce. It is unclear if other members of the SDF are

41
also excluded.”

The YPG is the armed wing of the Democratic Union Party (PYD). The YPG also has all-female
units, called Women’s Protection Units (YPJ). Since the withdrawal of government military
and security forces from most Kurdish cities, towns and villages in July 2012, the PYD and the
YPG have reportedly established de facto control over three Kurdish-majority enclaves in
northern and north-eastern Syria.*

“1 ACAP. (2017). Crisis analysis of Syria. Retrieved from https://www.acaps.org/country/syria/crisis-analysis

42 Stratfor, The Fragile Gains of Syria's Kurds, 31 July 2015, http://bit.ly/1IM2XORk; The Telegraph, Who Are the Kurds? A
User's Guide to Kurdish Politics, 5 July 2015, http://bit.ly/1exTYSF; UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent
International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 5 February 2015, A/HRC/28/69,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/54e74b777.html (hereafter: UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent
International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 5 February 2015), para. 40.
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(Figure 2: A map showing the distribution of Kurdish political/ military forces in Syria,
credits Al Jazeera, 2017%)

UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), International Protection Considerations with
Regard to People Fleeing the Syrian Arab Republic, Update IV, December 2015* states ‘The
YPG, supported by local armed groups and international coalition airstrikes, has further
advanced and consolidated control over the de facto self-administered Kurdish areas in the
north, namely Hassakeh, Kobane (Ayn Al-Arab in Arabic) and Afrin. It has also captured
previously ISIS-held territories, most notably the strategic towns of Kobane (Aleppo
governorate) and Tal Abyad (Ragqga governorate) in January and mid-June 2015, respectively.
As a result, the YPG now controls a significant stretch of contiguous territory linking the
cantons of Kobane and Al-Jazire (Hassakeh governorate). The YPG continues to clash with
ISIS across northern and north-eastern Syria and has intermittently engaged in fighting with
other anti-government armed groups in Aleppo and Hassakeh governorate.

The ACAP recent report, dated June 2017, explains45: “The FSA mainly holds territory in the
southwest and northwest. Turkey-backed armed factions of the FSA and the Kurdish armed
groups under the SDF are fighting for control in the north of the country. International
involvement in the conflict includes Russia and Iran supporting the Syrian government,
Turkey- backed FSA factions, as well as the international coalition against IS, led by the US.
The US also supports ground troops such as the SDF with airstrikes. On 6 April, the US

43 Rifai, D.A. & Ali, M. (2017, May 23). Who and where are the Kurds?. Al Jazeera. Retrieved from
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2017/05/kurds-170522122738085.html.

*“UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), International Protection Considerations with Regard to People Fleeing the
Syrian Arab Republic, Update IV, December 2015, pp. 3-5, http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/5641ef894.pdf , accessed 7 July
2016

> ACAP. (2017). Crisis analysis of Syria. Retrieved from https://www.acaps.org/country/syria/crisis-analysis
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launched around 59 missiles on a SAA base in the Homs governorate as a retaliation for the
4 April chemical attack on Khan Sheikhoun - which they accuse the SAA of being responsible
for - the first time the two states have come in direct confrontation since the beginning of
the conflict.”

Aleppo

Raqgqa

Hama

/7—
Q Palantir

Opposition Control
SDF Control
Government Control

Damascus

ISIS Control

Figure 1 - Areas of control in Syria by June 21, with arrows indicating advances since the start of the reporting period. The
underlying map is shaded based upon the density of population centers, with darker areas indicating greater density.

Figure 3: Area of control in Syria by June 21.%°

The Carter center recorded that as of June 2017: “The Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) continued to advance in Raqga city, but came into conflict with advancing pro-
government forces to the south of Tabqga city. Conflict in this area led to the International
Coalition downing a Syrian jet and warning pro-government forces against threatening SDF
positions in the area”

In Northern Syria, it noted that: “On June 18, pro-government forces and the US-backed SDF
clashed around the communities of Ja’adin and Shwihna north of Resafa, resulting in the
capture of Ja’adin by pro-government forces and Shwihna by the SDF. Tiger Forces are now
less than 120km west of Deir Ezzor, and therefore represent the closest pro-government
units to Deir Ezzor.”

The ACAP also noted that:*’ “The US leads an international coalition to combat IS, set up in
2014. It has launched many airstrikes in IS-held territories since then. There are about 1,000
US ground troops - although they claim their role is to provide support to the SDF in their
operation against IS in ar Raqqa.”

“® The Carter Centre (2017, June 21). Syria conflicts mapping project. Retreived from
https://www.cartercenter.org/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict-resolution.html
“7 ACAP. (2017). Crisis analysis of Syria. Retrieved from https://www.acaps.org/country/syria/crisis-analysis
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E. Military Service in Syria and its application regarding Kurds

Military service of 18 or 21 months based on one’s education is compulsory for all male
Syrians and Palestinians living in Syria. The military age is 18—42 years. The age limit for the
reserve duty according to the law is 52 years or 54 years if a man has bachelor’s degree.

In the past, before the outbreak of Syrian civil war, apart from coerced conscription, human
rights violations against Kurdish soldiers were common too. A 10 June 2010 communiqué™®
by the non-governmental organisation Alkarama reported: “Since the 2004 incidents [in
Qamishli], dozens of ethnic Kurds have died while performing their compulsory Syrian
military duty, however the authorities claim that their deaths were caused either by heart
attack, injury during the breakdown of military vehicles or a health crisis. However, the
families of the victims have proof indicating otherwise; they confirmed that they saw
gunshot wounds and bruises caused by torture on the bodies of their loved ones.

“The phenomenon of ethnic Kurds dying while on Syrian military duty has become the cause
of major concern amongst the families of ethnic Kurdish soldiers. Military service is
compulsory in Syria and many now fear that for their lives in a place which is supposedly
intended to be safe.”

Furthermore, sources consulted for the May 2010 DIS and ACCORD/Austrian Red Cross fact
finding mission report49, Human rights issues concerning Kurds in Syria, noted that 16-20
Kurdish conscripts had died during 2009, and 33-35 Kurdish deaths had occurred during
military service between 2004 to 2009. A Kurdish journalist and human rights activist
informed the fact finding mission that, “While these incidences were explained to be
suicides by the government, the deceased person’s families indicated that they were killed.
Some of the families to deceased Kurdish soldiers testified to human rights organisations
that the bodies of the dead soldiers showed two or three bullet holes, each of which being
lethal.”

According to fact-finding mission report of Finnish immigration service 2016 “The Syrian
army and the PYD have had an agreement in place since 2011 whereby the YPG/J is allowed
to function even if government forces are close by. The regime claims it has given equipment
to the PYD since 2012. In spite of this, there are tensions between the Syrian army and the
Kurds. There is also a division among the Kurds and their support to the different groups
fighting in the war. According to HBS the army is not trying to recruit in Qamishli. The army
could not move outside its areas in Qamishli. A European diplomat also shares the view that
the army does not recruit in Qamishli. According to Hanafi men are recruited to military

8 Home Office (2010). Country of Origin Report: Syria. Retrieved from
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20101208171359/rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/syria-030910.doc.

* Danish Immigration Service (DIS) & ACCORD/Austrian Red Cross. (2010). Human rights issues concerning Kurds in Syria .
Retrieved from https://www.nyidanmark.dk/NR/rdonlyres/FFO3AB63-10A5-4467-A038-
20FE46B74CE8/0/Syrienrapport2010pdf.pdf.
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service also in Qamishli, but not in areas where there are only Kurds. In the spring of 2016,
there have been cases where both the army and the YPG have forcefully conscripted people.
The source is not sure who the army recruits — if it recruits Arabs as well as Kurds. There
have been demonstrations against military service in Qamishli as well and also clashes
between the YPG and the NDF. It is possible that the clashes were related to local issues and
not necessarily to the military service.”*°

In places under control of Syrian government, the standard rules of compulsory military
service apply to all Kurds. The government reportedly regularly considers draft evasion not
merely as an act prosecutable by law but as an expression of political dissent and
unwillingness to defend the home country from “terrorist” threats. In practice, draft evaders
are reportedly arrested and detained for various periods of time before being deployed to
their military unit.>

In the United States Department of State 2016 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices>>
reported that “the PYD-affiliated Kurdish security forces reportedly captured unknown
numbers of men and women between the ages of 18 and 30 at checkpoints and from
residences in Kurdish areas and compelled them to fight for the YPG.”

Another report also “accused the People’s Protection Units (YPG) of forcefully recruiting
Kurds, including minors under the age of 17. The YPG has denied recruiting minors.

The duty of Self-Defense law, which is popularly known as “conscription law”, in the areas
held by the PYD-linked canton-administrations of Rojava, has been imposed on the young
people who are between 18 and 30 year-old to undergo military training for six months and
assist the YPG and the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) in the fight against ISIS.”>*

In a news coverage by The Nation (2017)*, it was reported that the US military has got wind
of the YPG’s forced-recruitment practice. “We’ve heard of it. | don’t know if we’ve confirmed
it,” Col. John Thomas, a spokesman for the US Central Command, told The Nation. But, he
added, “forced conscription is not something we are in there advising” the YPG to do. Syrian
Kurds founded the PYD in 2003 with assistance from Iran and Syrian intelligence, according
to a defected Syrian intelligence officer who said he took part in the first meeting.
Compulsory YPG military service dates back to June 2014, when the PYD-ruled legislative

*® Finnish Immigration Service, Fact-Finding Mission Report Syria: military service, national defense forces, armed groups
supporting Syrian regime and armed opposition, Helsinki, August 23, 2016, Retrieved from:
http://www.migri.fi/download/70972 Report Military Service Final.pdf?191f58f38bbcd488

*LUN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Relevant Country of Origin Information to Assist with the Application of
UNHCR's Country Guidance on Syria: "lllegal Exit" from Syria and Related Issues for Determining the International Protection
Needs of Asylum-Seekers from Syria, February 2017, Retrieved from: http://www.refworld.org/docid/58da824d4.html

>2 United States State Department. (2017). SYRIA 2016 HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT. Retrieved from
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/265732.pdf.

>3 Syrian Kurdish Peshmerga fighters deny forceful recruitment, dated February 15, 2017, Retrieved from
http://aranews.net/2017/02/syrian-kurdish-peshmerga-fighters-deny-forceful-recruitment/

> Gutman, R. (2017, February 13). America’s Favorite Syrian Militia Rules With an Iron Fist. The Nation. Retrieved from
https://www.thenation.com/article/americas-favorite-syrian-militia-rules-with-an-iron-fist/.
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council in the self-styled Jazira canton issued a “law of performing self-defense.” It required
every family to provide a male “volunteer” between 18 and 30 years of age to serve for six
months. Families without an eligible male were encouraged to send females instead, leading
to unrest throughout Jazira and the other cantons, Kobani and Afrin. The YPG has been
raiding and arresting young men—as well as women and girls—since the beginning of 2014,
the Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) reported early this year. SNHR has also
reported extensive forced recruitment of child soldiers—adolescents under 16. Some 1,876
children were forcibly recruited between 2012 and 2015. “Children have been forced to use
and train on guns since 2012 extensively,” SNHR said. Both the Pentagon and the State
Department declined to respond to questions from The Nation. The YPG agreed in writing in
2014 to halt the recruiting of underage soldiers, according to Geneva Call, an NGO that
lobbies armed groups to adhere to international norms in war. As of late 2015, 214 children
under 16 had been demobilized and 49 others between 16 and 17 had been discharged from
military service, the group said in a report early last year, according to YPG officials. He
reported on the conscription of girls, at least two of whom were under-age, and on PKK
arrests of young men and women at checkpoints. “On one day in 2014, they took 40 men
and boys at one checkpoint,” Sino said. “It was happening every day.” On another day, the
YPG issued an order to round up 150 conscripts. Finally, the authorities cracked down on the
news coverage. “They told me that either | give up journalism and leave or they will kill me,”
Sino told The Nation. After being jailed four times, he fled Rojava in January 2015. In fact, it
is the severe political repression as aforementioned that also contributed to the reluctance
of Kurds to serve in the YPG, Kurdish refugees said. As of last autumn, according to
Kurdwatch researcher Eva Savelsberg, as much as 40 percent of the security forces in Rojava
are recruited by force. The rest, mainly young men from poor families, join largely for the
salary in a region where there are almost no employment opportunities. Despite the forced
recruitment, the YPG was still short of fighters last year, so a new rule was issued on October
17 requiring nine months of service, with three more months tacked on for those who don’t
register by December 1.

F. Risk profiles in Syria possibly related to Kurds

Based on Canada Immigration and Refugee Board™ “Sources indicate that among the group
who are in a greater risk of mistreatment by border authorities are Kurds because their
‘loyalty to the regime has traditionally been distrusted.”

Reports allege that, as part of its efforts to establish and consolidate control, ISIS has
deliberately targeted civilians on the basis of their real or perceived political opinion and/or
religious or ethnic identity, including through indiscriminate attacks on (minority) areas,
summary execution, and forced displacement. “(...) experts reiterated their concern about
the ongoing threat to the safety of minority groups in Syria, including Alawites, Armenians,

55 |rRB Canada, Syria: Treatment of Returnees upon Arrival at Damascus International Airport and International Land Border
Crossing Points, 19 January 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/56d7fc034.html
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Assyrians, Druze, Ismailis and Kurds, who are being killed, persecuted or otherwise targeted
— primarily by non-state armed groups, including Jabhat al Nusra and the so called 'Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant' — on the basis of their religious or ethnic identity.”>®

Based on the above mentioned information and in compliance with UNHCR the following
listed profiles are in danger of possible persecution in Syria. Though they are not necessarily
exhaustive and may overlap. There is no hierarchy implied in the order in which the profiles
are presented. The profiles are based on information available at the time of writing, and
hence, a claim should not automatically be considered as without merit simply because it
does not fall within any of the profiles identified here:

o Persons opposing or perceived to be opposing the government, including, but not limited
to, members of political opposition parties; protestors, activists and others perceived to
be sympathizing with the opposition; members of anti-government armed groups, or
persons perceived to be members of anti-government armed groups; draft evaders and
deserters from the Armed Forces; Government and Ba’ath Party officials who abandoned
their positions; family members and others who are associated with persons opposing or
perceived to be opposing the government; and civilian inhabitants of urban
neighbourhoods, towns and villages perceived to be opposing the government.

o Persons opposing, or believed to oppose, ISIS in areas under its de facto control or
influence.

o Persons opposing, or believed to oppose, anti-government armed groups in areas under
their de facto control.

o Persons opposing, or believed to be opposing, the PYD/YPG in areas under their de facto
control.

o Members of minority ethnic groups, including Kurds, Turkmen, Assyrians, Circassians, and
Armenians.’

*® UN News Centre, Syria: UN Rights Officials Deplore Government Aerial Attacks; Warn of Retaliation by Armed Groups, 12
June 2015, http://www.refworld.org/docid/5580181c40a.html

>’ UNHCR, International Protection Considerations with Regard to People Fleeing the Syrian Arab Republic Update IV,
November 2015, Retrieved from: http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/5641ef894.pdf
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