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The International Cities of Refuge Network
(ICORN) is an independent organisation of cities
and regions offering residencies to writers and
artists at risk, advancing freedom of expression,
defending democratic values and promoting
international solidarity.
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ARTICLE 19,

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR)

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion
and expression; this right includes freedom to
hold opinions without interference and to seek,
receive and impart information and ideas
through any media and regardless of frontiers.
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WHY ICORN?

* Freedom of Expression

* Writers, journalists and artists often become the first
targets of authoritarian regimes and repressive groups

e Strong signal to other writers and artists
e Strong signal to people of power and persecutors
e Cultural, social exchange and integration

 Defend democratic values and promote international
solidarity
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ICORN - HISTORY

\1993 International Parliament of Writers (IPW) and International
Network of Cities of Asylum (INCA) established by Salman
Rushdie & collegaues

\2005 IPW and INCA dissolves and Stavanger takes on the
responsibility to continue the work

ICORN — International Cities of Refuge Network established in
Stavanger

\2010 ICORN becomes an independent membership organisation
\2016 ICORN celebrates 10 years anniversary in Paris

\2018 Passed 69 member cities, 500 applicants and 200 placements



THE ICORN NETWORK

HARSTAD:

CITY OF REFUGE SINCE 2014

Harstad is the world’s first City of Refuge for musicians at
risk. It is run by the municipality, with support from Troms
County. In Harstad, as in all Norwegian ICORN Cities,
the writers and artists arrive as quota refugees.

Surrey
PITTSBURGH @
PITTSBURGH: .
CITY OF REFUGE Ithaca (NY)
SINCE 2003

The ICORN programme
has support from the city
of Pittsburgh, but is run by
City of Asylum/Pittsburgh.
‘They provide sanctuary to
mulriple writers and artists
simultancously, and run

cultural prgrammes in the Mexico City (Casa Africa)

community. It is funded by O
the founders of CoA/ &)
Pittsburgh, city funds and Mexico City (Casa Refugio Citlaltépet])
private sponsors. @
Qaxaca
Belo Horizonte
PARIS:

CITY OF REFUGE SINCE 2011

Anchored in the Mayor’s Office, the
programme is financed and managed by the
city administration, in cooperation with
partners within the media, human rights and
the cultural sphere.

Amsterdam .
Rotterdam .

Brussels Q

®

PARIS
Girona

o

. Luzern

Barcelona

New cities are continuously
Joining the network.

THE ICORN NETWORK

Tromse @

HARSTAD @

Levanger .

. Hannover

Wroctaw

Frankfurt @

KRAKOW
®

Ljubljana

Region of Tuscany

o
. Chiusi

. Luled
@ Pices

Molde Trondheim . .
Reykjag . Skellefted
. Bergen Dalarna ;
Givle
Haugesund . ‘ Q
Lillehammer . Umecd
Stavanger O MALMO:
Skien . Oslo
Katlstad Uppsala CITY OF REFUGE
by ® o e ® SINCE 2010
Dbk @ - Q Sigruna
) BadlStita @ sockhol ‘The ICORN programme
1srl OC!| olm
< e Brebro is financed and anchored
in the cultural department
Norwich Vistra Goraland County . Norrképing = u.l' . d 'pal' i
of the municipality, and co-
Uddevalla @ @ operate with local, national
Helsingor  Helsiheb ® @ Linkoping and international cultural
€l Slng Urg .
Aarhus . Gothenburg Jénképing’s Lin actn?rs. In 2014, the city
® decided to run two
@ MALMO s residencies simultaneously,
ax)o
Copenhagen @V one for writers and one
Skine for artists/musicians.

KRAKOW:
CITY OF REFUGE SINCE 2011

The residency programme is run by the Villa Decius in close
cooperation with Krakow Festival Office, which is part of
the city administration that deals with the organisation and
promotion of major cultural events in the city.
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WHAT IS ICORN

* Independent, international membership organisation

 Each member invites one or more writer/artist at risk related to their
work, for a 1-2 years recidency, locally funded

* Members are responsible for housing, living cost, visa, travel,
insurance and professional and social follow-up

e Secretariat assists, advises and connects host cities, writers and
artists, and partners, also through yearly meetings

 Secretariat receives and approves applications for residencies, with
PEN International

* Connect and cooperate with relevant public and civil society
organisations, including for joint promotion projects

e Fundraising, mainly for running the Secretariat
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WHO CAN COME TO AN ICORN RESIDENCY

Any writer or artist who is threatened or persecuted for
expressing their opinion or ideas, through professional and/or

artistic work, is invited to apply for an ICORN residency.
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WHAT IS IN AN ICORN RESIDENCY

* Provide the basics: housing, grant, insurance

* Assist with professional and social network

* Security and well-being

* Promote the work, arrange events

e Connect with other members of ICORN, nhew communities

 Win-win connections
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BASIM AHMED JAMAL SVETLANA

Iraq/Ume3 Belarus/Gothenburg
q Journalist and novelist,
Nobel Prize in literature 2015

WY\
Musician and music teacher ’s rights
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ICORN applications vs placements
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ICORN applicants
Main countries of origin
2014-17

Countries with 3 or more
applicants

Palestine
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O Film makers m I CO RN

O Actor O Playv.vrlghts
O Translator B Publishers

ICORN applicants Professions

INTERNATIONAL CITIES OF REFUGE NETWORK

O Cartoonist

B Academic

B Musician

O Visual artists, ar
photographers
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HOW TO BECOME AN ICORN CITY

CONTACT ICORN

ICORN members have
unique models of hosting
and ICORN will advice on
the process to establish a city
of refuge in your city.

ESTABLISH LOCAL
BACKING

The municipality, cultural
institutions, PEN centres,
and higher education insti-
tutions are among possible
partners for the project.

@ >
7
SECURE FINANCES

TO RUN THE
PROGRAMME

Financial sources may come
from public and/or private
funders, cooperation
partners, in kind.

@)

HOW TO BECOME AN ICORN CITY

FIND COORDINATING
INSTITUTION(S)

To be managing partner

of the ICORN programme,
be it a library, a PEN centre,
a literary organization,
amuseum, a social

security office.

“Especially in times like ours when nations

FORM A SUPPORT-
NETWORK

To assist in the different
aspects of running the
programme (practical
matters, cultural and
professional possibilities).

PRACTICAL
PREPARATIONS

Provide a relevant workspace,
and find accommodation for
the writer/artist and family.
Arrange for social security,
health care, insurance,
schooling and language
course according to needs

of the resident and family.

are put under pressure by unprecedented political
challenges, it is important that cities can step forward
underlining the values of hospitality and solidarity.”

RAFAL DUTKIEWICZ, MAYOR OF WROCLAW
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SIGN WITH ICORN

The city officially joins the
network when the [CORN
Membership Agreement

is signed.

EMPLOY
COORDINATOR(S)

Who will be responsible

for the daily running of the
programme and the primary
contact for the hosted

writer/artist.

ARRANGE TRAVEL AND
LEGAL DOCUMENTS

Assist in obtaining visa and
residency permit, and arrange
their travel to the city.

SECURITY AND
CONFIDENTIALITY

Security needs must be
assessed and conﬁdcntialiry
must be kcpr in all parts of
the process, until the writer/
artist is safe and chooses

to be public.

.Y
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INVITE A WRITER
OR ARTIST

On recommendations from

the ICORN Secretariat.

CONNECT TO SOCIAL
AND PROFESSIONAL
NETWORK

Disuss expectations and
plans for residency, and link
writers and artists to relevant
profcssionnls within culture,
media, human righ[s.
politics, education. Locally,

n;ltionally and inrcm'.ltiolmlly.

PHOTO: GRZEGORZ ZIEMIANSKI
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- Throughout the twentieth century, the City of
Paris has been host to exiles from around the
world, for intellectuals and artists. The values of
human rights and freedom of expression is at the
core of the international strategy of our city. Being
a part of ICORN, hosting writers, journalists and
artists at risk, is both a very concrete and an
important symbolic fulfilment of our commitment.

Anne Hidalgo, Mayor of the City of Paris
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