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VYh rada/pisclaimer

Vyhrada tykajuca sa pouzitych zdrojov a uvedenych informacii/
Disclaimer on sources and information

Tato sprava bola napisand na zaklade starostlivo vybranych spolahlivych a verejne dostupnych
zdrojov informacii. VSetky pouzité zdroje su v sprave uvedené.

VSetky informacie uvedené v tejto sprave boli vyhladané, vyhodnotené a spracované s najvysSou
moznou mierou starostlivosti vzhfadom na obmedzeny rozsah ¢asu dostupného na jej vyhotovenie.
Sprava danu problematiku nepokryva vy€erpavajuco a nie je ani rozhodujuca pre posudenie
konkrétnej ziadosti o azyl.

Ak v sprave nie je spomenuta urcita udalost, osoba alebo organizacia, nemusi to nevyhnutne
znamenat, Ze sa udalost nestala, alebo Ze tato osoba alebo organizacia neexistuje.

Informacie uvedené v sprave nevyjadruju osobné ani politické nazory Ligy za fudské prava.

This report was composed on the basis of carefully selected reliable, publicly available sources of information. All sources used
are referenced.

All the information provided has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care within a limited time span. The
report does not pretend to be exhaustive. Neither is this document conclusive as to the merit of any claim to refugee status or
asylum.

If a certain event, person or organization is not mentioned in the report, this does not necessarily mean that the event has not
taken place or that the person or organization does not exist.

The information in the report does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Human Rights League and makes no political
statement whatsoever.

Vyhrada pouzitia spravy/
Disclaimer on the use of the report

Sprava nembéze byt kopirovana alebo publikovana (&i uz uplne alebo diastoCne) bez
predchadzajuceho suhlasu Ligy za fudské prava, s tym, Ze verejné zdroje informacii pouZité v sprave
smu byt citované, nie ale ich preklad do slovenského jazyka alebo samostatna sprava bez
predchadzajuceho suhlasu Ligy za fudské prava.

This report can not be reproduced or republished (partially or entirely) without the prior consent of The Human Rights League.
The public sources of information used in this report can be quoted, but not their translation into Slovak, or the report itself
without the prior consent of The Human Rights League.
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SPRAVA

A. Sprava Ministerstva zahraniénych veci USA o nabozenskej slobode
v Egypte za rok 2015

"Vlada Casto nedokazala zabranit, vySetrovat alebo trestne stihat zloCiny zamerané na
Clenov naboZenskych mensinovych skupin, ¢o podporovalo atmosféru beztrestnosti podla
vyznamnej miestnej ludskopravnej organizacie. Vlada ¢asto nedokézala ochranit’ krestanov,
ktori boli cieflom tunosov a vydierania podla zdrojov z krestanskej komunity. TaktieZ existuju
spravy, Ze bezpecnostni a policajni uradnici niekedy nedokazali reagovat’ na tieto zlociny,
najmé v Hornom Egypte.

Podla aktivistov za ludské prava a krestanskych vodcov policia nedokazala Celit’ viktimizacii
krestanov v Hornom Egypte, ktora bola neprimerane zamerana na tnosy a vydieranie, hoci
sa vyskytlo zopar pripadov, kedy policia uspesSne zabezpecila prepustenie unesenych
krestanov. V novembri miestna organizacia pre ludské prava uviedla, Ze neznami atocnici
uniesli krestana z Al-Manah, Qena, drzali ho tri dni, mucili ho a snaZili sa ho prinutit, aby
konvertoval na islam. MuZova rodina zaplatila tnoscom 50 000 EGP (6 390 dolarov) a muZz
bol prepusteny. Miestna organizacia pre ludské prava uviedla, Ze miestna policia nekonala v
tomto pripade a rovnako ani v pripadoch inych tnosov krestanov v ¢asti Qena.

8. augusta policia dokazala zabezpedit prepustenie Styroch unesenych krestanov v meste
Samalot Minya deri po tom, ako boli uneseni. Policia zmarila pokus o unesenie krestana 26.
januara v Tema, Sohag a zatkla troch udajnych unoscov. V maji policia zabezpedila
prepustenie osemroéného krestanského dietata, ktory stravil 17 dni v drZbe unoscov v Naga
Hammadi v Qene.

Policia v Samalote, Minya, nekonala voci staznostiam krestanskej rodiny, ktorej 5-roény syn
bol uneseny dria 21. oktobra a nedolapila unoscov podla medzinarodnej organizacie na
ochranu prav. Unoscovia prepustili dieta potom, éo jeho rodina zaplatila vykupné v hodnote
45 000 EGP (5 625 USD).

Smrtelné sektarske nasilie pokraCovalo v priebehu roka a zahfrialo aj zabijanie konvertitov
na krestanstvo zo strany vilastnej moslimskej rodiny a zameriavanie sa na krestanov na
severe Sinaja na zéklade ich naboZenskej identity. Vystavba kostolov sa nadalej stretavala
So spolo¢enskym odporom, vratane nasilnych inov. Takéto nasilie sa vyskytlo v suvislosti s
vystavbou nového kostola schvaleného prezidentom v EI-'Our, v dedine z ktorej pochadza
vécsina z 20 zabitych egyptskych koptov vo februari v Libyi. Podla krestanskych vodcov boli
Jednotlivei v mnohych pripadoch obvineni z hanobenia naboZenstva a tieZ sa stretli s nasilim
alebo hrozbami nasilia. Podla skupiny pre fudské prava doSlo k zhorSeniu nenavistnych
prejavov v médiach proti Siitom a niektoré salafistické skupiny prijali rétoriku zameranu proti
krestanom, Zidom a Siitskym moslimom.
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18. novembra bola 26-ro¢na konvertitka na krestanstvo zabita za konverziu a manzelstvo s
krestanom jej moslimskymi strycmi a bratrancami podla tlacovych sprav. Jej otec, ktory sa ju
pokusil zachranit’ pred strycmi a bratmi, nahlasil policii, Ze ju zabili. Prokuratori a policajti
zacali vySetrovanie. V tlaCi bolo neskér uvedené, Ze po jej zabiti veduci bezpecnostni
predstavitelia, rodina obete a rodina krestanského manZela usporiadali zmierovacie
stretnutie, aby sa zabranilo dalsiemu sektarskemu nasiliu v dedine. Muslimska rodina obete
udajne pozZadovala, aby sa krestanska rodina manzela natrvalo vystahovala z dediny.
Vysledok bol na konci roka nejasny.

Pocas vojenskej sluzby spachali tdajne dvaja krestanski vojaci vo veku dvadsiatich rokov
samovrazdu 24. juna a 20. novembra. Podla dradnych zaznamov o trestnom cine jeden
branec zomrel v désledku viacerych strelnych poraneni a druhy sa obesil. Rodiny brancov
verejne odmietli vySetrovanie vedené armadou a obvinili ich zo zabitia ich rodinnych
prisludnikov, pricom uviedli, Ze su presvdéeni, Ze naboZenska identita brancov bola
dévodom ich zabitia. Krestansky spravodajsky urad okrem toho uviedol, Ze treti krestansky
néacelnik bol 23. augusta zabity moslimskym kolegom po tom, Co ich nédboZenska diskusia
viedla k hadke medzi tymito dvomi. Muslimsky nacelnik sa priznal k zabitiu a prokuratura
nariadila jeho zatknutie.

Krestania na severe Sinaja boli ciefom Gtokov nasilnych &inov a pravidelne dostavali hrozby,
Ze bud’ opustia region alebo budu zabiti na zaklade svojej naboZenskej identity, uviedla
krestanska advokacna skupina, ktora je pritomna v regione. Dvaja krestania boli zabiti v
Arishi, jeden 30. januara a druhy 23. februara podla advokacnej skupiny. Da'esh prevzal
zodpovednost za zabitie druhého. Rodiny obeti podali staznosti miestnym organom ¢innym v
trestnom konani, ale nedo$lo k Ziadnemu zatknutiu. Celkom 27 krestanskych rodin opustilo
Arish zo strachu z dalSich utokov ako priamej reakcie na januarové a februarové zabijanie.
Maskovani utocCnici Gdajne prepadli a spalili dom vo vlastnictve krestanov v Arishi drna 12.
februara.

V EI-'Our, Minya, 27. marca, desiatky dedinéanov protestovali proti vystavbe nového kostola
na pocest egyptskych krestanov, ktori boli zabiti militantmi Daishu vo februari v Libyi.
Prezident Sisi schvalil vystavbu kostola, ¢im reagoval na vyzvy koptskych pravoslavnych
cirkvi. Koptsky pravoslavny duchovny z regidnu uviedol, Ze protestujuci obliehali stcasny
kostol v obci, v ktorom sa nachadzal pastor s ¢astou jeho rodiny. Podlfa poprednej skupiny
zaoberajucej sa ludskymi prédvami boli protestujuci ozbrojeni, hadzali Molotove koktaily do
kostola a zapalili krestanské vozidlo. Protestujuci tieZz hadzali tehly do domu jednej z
krestanskych obeti, informovala tlacova agentura.

Skupina viac ako 400 moslimskych mladikov zautoCila na koptsky pravoslavny kostol v
dedine Swada v gubernii Minya dria 10. decembra, podla krestanskej spravodajskej stranky.
Kratko pred utokom starosta obce poziadal vodcu miestnej krestanskej komunity, aby
zastavil vystavbu kostola, na ktort bolo ziskané povolenie v aprili. Po¢as utoku miadici zniCili
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vnutro kostola a zranili stavebnych robotnikov. Potom, Co starosta rozdelil mladikov a
robotnikov, policia zatvorila kostol, uviedol krestansky spravodajsky web.

Podla organizacie pre ludské prava narastol pocet kradeZi krestanskych pozemkov, najmé v
Hornom Egypte.

Diskriminacia v sukromnom prenajme zostala rozsirena podla zdrojov v ramci skupin pre
fudské prava a naboZenskych spoloCenstiev.

Islamistické skupiny nadalej pouZivali diskriminaéné alebo nenavistné prejavy proti
krestanom. Vo vyhlaseni zo dria 26. aprila sa Islamsky Stat na Sinaji vyslovne vyhrazal
nasilim voci krestanom na severnom Sinaji na zaklade ich udajnej podpory viady a
"nezaplatenia jizyi (dari z hlavy, ktora bola uloZzena nemuslimom Zijucim pod moslimskou
vladou) mudzahedinom v State Sinaj. Navy$e, podla Atlantickej rady, islamistické kanaly
propagovali nenavistné prejavy voCi krestanom, vaésinou hovoriac, Ze cirkev vedie vojnu
proti islamu, snazi sa konvertovat’ moslimov alebo chce vytvorit krestansky $tat.

Uradnici na vsetkych urovniach viddy USA, vratane Statneho tajomnika, velvyslanca a
dalsich predstavitelov ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci a velvyslanectva, vyjadrili viade obavy
suvisiace s naboZenskou slobodou. Patria sem pripady, v ktorych viada nedokazala vziat na
zodpovednost pachatelov sektarskeho nasilia; zvySila pocet trestnych stihani jednotlivcov za
hanobenie nabozZenstva; zucastriovala sa zmierovacich stretnuti, ktoré boli vSeobecne
povazZované za nespravodlivé, s cielom rieSit sektarske nasilie; uloZila obmedzenia vo
vztahu k naboZenskym prejavom v mene boja proti nasilnému extrémizmu,; a zakazala
konvertovanie obéanom, ktori sa narodili ako moslimovia.

Prezident Obama na februarovom summite v boji proti nasilnému extrémizmu povedal, Ze
zabitie egyptskych krestanov v Libyi Sokovalo svet.”

Zdroj: http://www.ecoi.net/local link/328410/455686 en.html (dostupné dna 24.04.2017)

B. Sprava Amnesty International o situacii v oblasti l'udskych prav — Egypt
zarok 2016/2017

"NaboZenské mensiny, vratane koptskych krestanov, Siitskych moslimov a Bahéaiov, nadalej
Celili diskriminacnym obmedzeniam v legislative a v praxi a nedostato¢nej ochrane pred
nasilim.

Opakované utoky boli zamerané na koptskych krestanov. Dria 11. decembra bombovy utok
na kostol v Kahire zabil 27 ludi. Ozbrojena skupina IS sa prihlasila k zodpovednosti, zatial ¢o
urady obvinili "teroristickt bunku" napojent na Moslimské bratstvo.
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Novy zakon podpisany 28. septembra prezidentom Al-Sisi, svojvolne obmedzil vystavbu
kostolov, ich opravu a rozSirovanie. "

Zdroj: http://www.ecoi.net/local link/336475/466090 en.html (dostupné dna 24.04.2017)

C. Clanok The Economost s nazvom: ,, Trestné ¢iny a ziadny trest“, zo dna
18.08.2016

"Papez Tawadros pevne podporil pana Sisiho, ktorého kedysi nazval "zachrancom" a
"hrdinom". Krestania su vSak stale roz¢arovani z chybajuceho pokroku pana Sisiho.
"OcCakavali sme, Ze bude ovela lepSie," hovori Magdi Kemal Habib z Miny, ktory napriek
tomu podporuje prezidenta. Vodca cirkvi v Minya je Kritickej§i. "Dava dobré pocity, ale tieto
pocity je potrebné premenit na c¢iny," hovori biskup Makarios. Krestania nadalej Celia
diskriminacii na trhu prace a st nedostatocne zastupeni vo viade. Organy ich ¢asto povazuju
za obc&anov druhej triedy. Je napriklad mimoriadne tazké, aby $tat uznal konverziu z islamu
na krestanstvo.

Ked’ vzniknu spory s moslimami, krestania tvrdia, Ze su vyzvani, aby sa neobracali na sudy.
Namiesto toho sa uradnici spoliehaju na neformalne "zmierovacie stretnutia". Tie vZdy
uprednostriuju moslimov, ktori ¢asto Celia len pokutam, ale Ziadnemu inému trestu za zloCiny
ako je napriklad podpalaéstvo. Krestania na druhej strane maju tendenciu dostat’ tvrdu
spravodlivost aj pri malych poru$eniach: uCitel v Minjane, ktory natocil svojich Studentov, ako
si robia srandu z dZihadistov Islamského Statu, bol odsudeny sudom za ruhanie a dostal tri
roky vézenia. Styria dospievajlici $tudenti dostali trest odriatia slobody aZ na pét rokov.
Odvolania su v procese, ale zmierovacia rada vyhnala ucitela a jeho rodinu z dediny."

Zdroj: http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21705365-violence-only-one-
problems-faced-christians-egypt-crimes-and-no (dostupné dra 24.04.2017)

D. Sprava Freedom House s nazvom Sloboda vo svete — Egypt za rok 2016

"ZneuZivanie koptov pokracovalo v roku 2015 s poéetnymi pripadmi nuteného vysidlovania,
fyzickymi utokmi, bombovymi utokmi, podpalaéstvom a blokovanim vystavby kostolov.
Krestania boli tieZ zatknuti na zaklade obvineni z rihania a podobné obvinenia proti Siitom
viedli k zatvoreniu charity a zatknutiu aktivistu. "

V aprili 2016 komentuje World Watch Monitor "... pocetné pripady kedy boli kopti ciefom
vydierania, pricom snahu o zachranu Casto brzdili nedostatok alebo neochota policajtov”
(World Watch Monitor (21. aprila 2016) Koptsky tinedZer bol uneseny kvoli vykupnému v
Hornom Egypte - prebiehajuci fenomén ttokov na stovky egyptskych krestanov)."”

Zdroj: https://www.ecoi.net/local link/327686/468426 de.html (dostupné dfia 24.04.2017)
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E. Sprava Ministerstva zahraniénych veci USA o dodrziavani l'udskych prav
— Egypt zarok 2016

"Iné spoloc¢enské nasilie alebo diskriminacia

Viyskytli sa pripady nasilnych davov a vigilantizmu, najmé sektarskeho nasilia proti koptskym
Egyptanom. Dria 20. maja napadol dav okolo 300 ozbrojenych moslimskych obyvatefov
dediny Minya v dedine el-Karm sedem krestanskych domacnosti po tom, ako sa podfa sprav
z médii rozsirili famy o vztahu medzi krestanom a moslimskou Zenou. Dav spalil niekolko
domov v krestanskom vlastnictve a vyzliekol starSiu krestanku, ktord nasledne prinutil
prechadzat’ sa nahu ulicami.”

Zdroj: https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/265706.pdf (dostupné dnia 24.04.2017)

F. Clanok World Watch Monitor s nazvom “Koptsky tinedzer uneseny v
Hornom Egypte kvoli vykupnému” zo dna 21.04.2016

"Boli zaznamenané mnohé pripady, kedy boli kopti ciefom vydierania, pricom zachranné
snahy &asto brzdil nedostatok alebo neochota policajtov.

Cielené nasilie proti koptom sa vyskytlo aj v inych ¢astiach krajiny.

Pocas dvojrocného obdobia do jula 2015 CCE uviedlo, Ze "127 koptskych rodin bolo
prinutenych opustit Rafah, Sejk Zuweid a al-Arish po utokoch, ktoré" suzuju egyptsky
severovychodny Sinajsky polostrov, kde doS$lo k zjavnému islamistickému povstaniu.

“Krestanské domovy boli vyélenené na utok, pricom boli pouzité hrozby zabitia unesenych
obeti," citoval CCE al-Masry al-Youm.”

Zdroj: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/04/copt-teenager-kidnapped-for-ransom-in-
upper-egypt/ (dostupné dna 24.04.2017)

G. Kanadska rada pre imigraciu a uteéencov: ,Situacia koptskych
krestanov, zahinajuc zaobchadzanie s nimi adostupni ochranu zo
strany statu“ zo dna 08. maja 2015

"Zdroje naznacuju, Ze krestania boli nadalej ciefom islamskych militantov v ramci odplaty za
ich vnimanu podporu pri zosadeni prezidenta Morsiho alebo kvéli vykupnému. Podla &lanku
AP z januara 2015 sa kopti staZzovali na narast unosov, ozbrojenych lupezi a utokov medzi
rokmi 2012 a 2015. USCIRF uvadza, Ze pokial ide o situaciu koptov v roku 2014, odstdenie
za ruhanie sa, obmedzenia vystavby kostolov, obmedzenia konverzie a "nedostatoéna
zodpovednost' za nasilné utoky" zostavaju nadalej v platnosti.
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2. Zaobchadzanie

Zdroje uvadzaju, Ze kopti zazZivaju diskriminaciu (Al 2015, The Independent 18. februara
2015). "Egyptsky vyskumnik" pre Amnesty International (Al), s ktorym bol spraveny rozhovor
nezavislymi médiami, uviedol, Ze spoloCenskéa diskriminacia koptov "existuje v niektorych
Castiach krajiny”, napriklad v oblastiach, kde je velka populacia privrzencov Moslimského
bratstva.

V telefonickom rozhovore s Riaditelstvom pre vyskum, asistent profesora Blizkeho vychodu
na univerzite v Kiele, ktory sa Specializuje na suc¢asny Egypt, vyjadril svoje stanovisko, Ze
riziko nasilia pre koptov bolo v roku 2014 rovnaké a kon$tatuje, Ze "od zvolenia prezidenta
Al-Sisiho " aj napriek tomu, Ze sektarske nasilie v porovnani s rokom 2013 pokleslo,"” napétie
a hrozba potencialneho sektarskeho nasilia zostava neustalym problémom" (Asistent
profesora 14. aprila 2015). V telefonickom rozhovore s Riaditelstvom pre vyskum, profesor
histérie Blizkeho vychodu na Americkej univerzite v Kahire vyjadril nazor, Ze kopti citili
"vaésiu nadej ohladom svojej situacie" so zvolenim prezidenta al-Sisiho, ale Ze "hrozba
sektarskeho nasilia a teroristického nasilia zostavaju nadalej vSeobecnym problémom " (17.
april 2015).

Asistent profesora vysvetlil, Ze "sektarske nasilie" je problém, ktory sa vyskytuje vacsinou
medzi "beznymi moslimami a koptmi", zahfria utoky davov na koptské nehnutelnosti,
obchody a sukromné domy, pricom stuperi nasilia sa pohybuje od poskodzovania a
rabovania po podpalaéstvo a upiné zni¢enie majetku, ako aj verbalne a / alebo fyzické dtoky
na jednotlivcov, ¢o niekedy vedie az k "hrstke" smrtelnych urazov (Asistent profesora 14.
aprila 2015). Dalej vysvetlil, Zze ucelom takychto Gtokov je véésinou "zastrasovat a pokorit
krestanov, zniCit' ich Zivobytie a pravdepodobne ich prinatit’ k migracii” (ibid.). Ten isty zdroj
vysvetlil, Ze na rozdiel od sektarskeho nasilia su "teroristické atoky" proti koptom zachované
a planované malou skupinou ludi, pricom zahfriaju strefbu alebo bomby v automobiloch a su
uréené na zacielenie a zabitie vacsieho poctu ludi (ibid.).

Regiény, v ktorych boli utoky na koptov

Zdroje uvadzaju, Ze kopti boli ciefom nasilia a hrozieb na nasledujucich miestach:

Oblast’ Horného Egyptu, predovsetkym gubernie Al Minya, Sohag (CSW 26 september 2014,
profesor 17. aprila 2015, asistent profesora 14. aprila 2015) a Asyut [Asiut] (ibid., CSW 26
september 2014). Al-Monitor uvadza, Ze sektarske problémy boli ,obrovske” v Minya, najmé
v obci Delga (Al-Monitor 24. aprila 2014).

Oblasti Kahiry (vedecky pracovnik 1. maja 2015, asistent profesora 14. aprila 2015)
obsadené chudobnymi koptskymi migrantmi prichadzajucimi z Horného Egypta (tamtiez).

Severny Sinai (Al-Monitor 7. januara 2014, asistent profesora 14. aprila 2015), kde boli kopti
cielom utokov a "vazneho ohrozovania" miliciami, ktoré prisahali vernost Islamskému Statu
(tamtiez).
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V telefonickom rozhovore s Riaditelstvom pre vyskum, vedecky pracovnik Ustavu
rozvojovych Studii na univerzite v Sussexe, ktory od roku 1996 skuma problémy koptov,
vyjadril nazor, Ze "je stale nezname, kedy méze déjst k utoku proti [koptom] a
nemézZeme povedat, Ze nie su vidy vystaveni riziku, aj ked’ sa nenachadzaju
v najproblematickejSich oblastiach, akym je pre nich napriklad Horny Egypt
" (vyskumnik 1. méja 2015).

2.2 Incidenty nasilia v rokoch 2014 a 2015

Human Rights Watch uvadza, Ze utoky na krestanské kostoly a majetok "pokracuju” v roku
2014 (Human Rights Watch 29. januara 2015). Podla Al boli kopti vystaveni "novym
sektarskym utokom" v roku 2014 (Al 2015).

V marci 2014 vatikanska tladova agentura Agenzia Fides informovala o Gtoku na koptsky
kostol v meste Ain Shams v Kahire, ¢o je jeden z mnohych protestov Moslimského bratstva
nasledujici po ohlaseni kandidatury al-Sisiho za prezidenta (Agenzia Fides 28 Mar. 2014).
Zdroj naznacil, Ze "islamisticky utok" na kostol mal za nésledok umrtie Styroch ludi vratane
koptskej Zeny, ktora podla cirkevnych zdrojov bola zabita, ked’ tutocCnici v jej vozidle nasli kriz.
(tamtie2). Medzi zdrojmi, ktoré konzultovalo Riaditelstvo pre vyskum, v ramci &asovych
obmedzeni tejto odpovede nebolo mozné ziskat podporné informacie.

Zdroje uvadzaju, Ze krestanski protestujuci mali v septembri 2014 potycku s policiou, ked’
protestovali pred policajnou stanicou v meste Samalout v provincii Minya a poZadovali tymto
protestom, aby policia naSla unesenu koptsku Zenu (AP 16. septembra 2014, CSW 26.
septembra 2014). Niektori demonStranti udajne vrhli Molotove kokteily na stanicu a viac ako
30 demonstrantov bolo zatknutych (ibid, AP 16.septembra 2014). Krestanska solidarna
skupina (CSW), krestanska advokatska skupina, ktora skuma otazky slobody "naboZenskej
a nenabozenskej" viery vo viac ako 20 krajinach (CSW nd), naznadila, Ze policia na druhy
deri zautocCila na domovy miestnych koptov, "fyzicky napadla obyvatelfov" a zadrZala 12 fudi
“udajne na zaklade vymyslenych dévodov"; Neskér ich prepustil priestupkovy sud v
Samaloute (CSW 26 september 2014).

Zdroje uvadzaju nasledujuce incidenty, ktoré zahfnaju nasilie proti majetku koptov
a proti koptom samotnym v roku 2015:

d

Dria 6. januara 2015 boli zabiti dvaja policajti ozbrojencom, ktori na nich zacal strielat, ked
straZili kostol v meste Minya (AP 6. januara 2015, EOHR 6. januara 2015). Pravdepodobne
straZzili kostol dopredu pred 7. januarom, kedy su krestanské oslavy.

V januari 2015 pri Stvrtom vyroCi egyptskej revolicie zomrelo 18 fudi pocCas stretnuti v
niekolkych mestach (Ahram Online 25 januara 2015, Agenzia Fides 26 januara 2015).
Nasilie zahfrialo vystreli v kostole v Maadi a medzi zabitymi boli traja kopti (tamtieZz).

V marci 2015 bol koptsky katolicky kostol v Kafr el-Daware, 20 kilometrov od Alexandrie (v
Dolnom Egypte), napadnuty ozbrojenymi muzmi pomocou vybusného zariadenia (Agenzia
Fides 9. marca 2015). Dvaja policajti straziaci kostol boli zraneni (ibid.).
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Zaciatkom aprila 2015 bol policajt a traja az Styria civilisti zraneni, ked' militanti striefali na
kostol v Alexandrii (Ahram Online 13 aprila 2015, Reuters 5. aprila 2015).

Obec Al-Galaa v provincii Minya bola miestom pretrvavajuceho sektarskeho nasilia v roku
2015 (asistent profesora 14. aprila 2015, EIPR 7. aprila 2015), kde sa napriek bezpecnostnej
pritomnosti Gdajne uskutocnili utoky na koptov v tejto obci (ibid. ).

Dria 12. aprila 2015 v meste Zagazig [gubernia Sharqiya] explodovali dve bomby v blizkosti
kostola svétého Jozefa a evanjelickom kostole Zagazigu; Neboli hlasené Ziadne zranenia
(Copts United 14. aprila 2015a, Ahram Online 13. aprila 2015). Utok sa tdajne stal na Velku
noc (ibid.).

2.3 Unosy

Zdroje uvadzaju, Zze kopti boli cielom unosov a vydierania (TyZdennik Al-Ahram 27. marca
2014, Agenzia Fides 3. februara 2014). Podla agentury Agenzia Fides vo februari 2014
policia uskutoCnila v meste Asyut rozsiahlu operaciu na demontaz zloCineckej siete, ktora sa
zamerala na unosy koptov a ich vydieranie (ibid.). Podla ¢lanku z decembra 2014, ktory
vy8iel v ramci toho istého zdroja, "systematické unosy" koptskych krestanov pokracovali v
Hornom Egypte (Agenzia Fides, 9 decembra 2014). Koptsky katolicky biskup v Assyute
udajne povedal, Ze nedoslo k Ziadnemu zlepSeniu a reakcia policie bola "sporadicka" (ibid.).
Podla Al-Ahram bolo v rokoch 2011 az marec 2014 (27. marca 2014) unesenych priblizne
100 krestanov v gubernii Minya. Agenzia Fides v juli 2014 uviedla, Ze koptski krestania v
meste Nag Hammadi (gubernia Qena) boli obzvlast postihnuti unosmi kvéli vykupnému,
priCom poznamenala, Ze medzi rokmi 2011 a 2014 doSlo k 72 unosom, vratane troch
zabitych obeti poCas ich zadrZzania (Agenzia Fides 8. jula 2014).

Podla egyptskej NGO - Asociacia obeti Gnosov a nasilnych zmiznuti, citovana
prostrednictvom Christian Post, v obdobi od januara 2011 do marca 2014 bolo 550
koptskych dievéat unesenych, prinatenych konvertovat na islam a vziat' si svojich unoscov
(Christian Post 18 Jun 2014). Ten isty zdroj naznacuje, Ze 40 percent dievéat bolo
znasilnenych pred konverziami a sobasmi (ibid.). Vyskumny pracovnik uviedol, Ze kdpské
Zeny, ktoré boli unesené, boli znasilnené, v niektorych pripadoch viacerymi pachatelmi (1.
maéja 2015).

2.5 Ruhanie sa

Svetova sprava Human Rights Watch z roku 2015 naznacuje, Ze egyptské organy nadalej
stihali naboZenské menginy vratane spisovatelov a aktivistov obvinenych z "opovrhovania
naboZenstvom" a "ruhania sa" (Human Rights Watch, 29 januara 2015). Podla asistenta
profesora su obvinenia z ruhania sa a "poruSovania islamu” od revolucie v roku 2011
rasticim fenoménom, ktory postihuje krestanov a aj ostatnych, a predstavuje
nebezpecenstvo pre obvinenych aj kvéli moznému spusteniu davovych nasilnosti ( 14. aprila
2015).

Zdroje uvadzaju pripady obvinenia z ruhania sa a / alebo pohfdania naboZenstvom
zahfriajuc koptov nasledovne:
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V Luxore bol jeden kopt odsudeny za ruhanie sa a pohfdanie naboZzenstvom na $Sest rokov
vézenia v juni 2014 za uverejnenie obrazkov na Facebooku, ktoré boli povaZované za
urazlivé pre islam (AP 24. jana 2014). Jeho zatknutie spdsobilo v jeho dedine vybuch
sektarskeho nasilia a neznami utocCnici hadzali Molotove kokteily na krestanské obchody a
prevadzky (ibid.).

Koptsky krestan v Luxore bol odsudeny na Sest rokov védzenia na zaklade obvinenia
Z pohfdania naboZenstvom za to, Ze "dal like (zaCal nasledovat)" stranke na Facebooku pre
krestanskych konvertitov (jubilejna kampari 27. februara 2015, 3. novembra 2011).

Ucitel koptskej Skoly bol pokutovany a odsudeny na Sest’' mesiacov vézenia za urazku islamu
v juni 2014 po tom, ako predniesol historické porovnanie naboZenstiev (Ahram Online 15.
jana 2014, Jubilejnd kampari 27. februara 2015, 2).

3. Usilie viady od roku 2014

V roku 2014 bola prijata nova ustava, ktora zaruluje slobodu naboZenského vyznania
(Human Rights Watch 29. januara 2015, Freedom House 2015). Podla Freedom House sa
vSak od prijatia novej ustavy (Freedom House 2015) "velmi malo zmenilo v praxi”. Asistent
profesora vysvetlil, Ze koptska cirkev je "optimisticka” v suvislosti so zmenami
pravneho ramca v Egypte odvtedy, ¢o bol zvoleny al-Sisi, ale Ze pravny ramec je
menej problémovy ako nedostatok efektivnosti Statnych institucii pri presadzovani
zakonov a predpisov (odborny asistent 14. aprila 2015).

3.1 Reakcia vlady na napétie a incidenty

Vo vyroCnej sprave za rok 2015 Al uvadza, Ze egyptské organy "nedokazali rieSit
diskriminaciu voc¢i naboZzenskym mens$inam vratane koptskych krestanov"” (Al 2015). Podla
CSW existuja "dlhotrvajuce obvinenia, Ze urady neposkytuju dostatocnu ochranu” pre
koptsku komunitu, a Ze "nedostatoCné reakcie zo strany policajtov vyvolavaju atmosféru
beztrestnosti” (CSW 26 september 2014). Human Rights Watch naznacuje, Ze "v
mnohych pripadoch organy jednoducho nezasiahli” pri utokoch na krestanske
zariadenia (29. januar 2015). Podla asistenta profesora sa koptski krestani staZovali, Ze
policia reaguje pomaly a "nemozZno sa spolahnut, Ze ochrani koptov v pripadoch cieleného
nasilia" (asistent profesora 14. aprila 2015). Asistent profesora uviedol, Ze vacsinou
"pdchatelia nie su trestne stihani, pretoze viada preferuje zmierovacie stretnutia, na
zaklade c¢oho su obvinenia stiahnuté alebo nie su vykonané” (ibid.). Ten isty zdroj
naznacil, Ze "takmer vo vSetkych pripadoch"” musia obete zobrat’ obvinenia spét’ proti
tym, ktori poskodili ich majetok alebo ich napadli, aby si "vykupili mier" a taktiez sa
niekedy l'udia takisto rozhodnu opustit’ oblast, zvycajne sa prestahuju do miest (ibid.).
Podla spravy USCIRF-u z roku 2015 o Egypte situacia koptov zostala "neista”, pretoze
védcésina pachatelov sektarskych udtokov proti koptom nebola odsudena, vratane velkych
incidentov, ku ktorym doS$lo v rokoch 2011 az 2013 (USA 30. aprila 2015, 90). Ten isty zdroj
uvadza, Ze neschopnost organov uspesne trestne stihat obvinenych zo spachania nasilia a
chranit koptov a iné naboZenské mensiny "podporuje atmosféru beztrestnosti” (ibid.).
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Zdroje uvadzaju, Ze pocas obdobia sektarskeho nasilia organy vyzvu na uskutoénenie
zZmierovacich stretnuti medzi stranami a do¢asne zatknu obe strany konfliktu (profesor 17.
aprila 2015, asistent profesora 14. aprila 2015) a ti, ¢o su zatknuti, su neskébr prepusteni
(Ibid.). Zmierovacie stretnutia su, podfa Al-Monitoru, vysluchy, kde "sa proti jednej zo stran
prijme rozhodnutie za pritomnosti krestanskych a moslimskych vodcov, ako aj uradnikov z
provincie a cirkvi" (Al Monitor 25. aprila 2014). Podla asistenta profesora "svedkovia
Casto uvadzaju, ze odpoved’ [orgénov] je viac o ukludneni situdcie, nez o vysetrovani
a najdeni zodpovednych l'udi" (asistentka 14. aprila 2015). Podobne profesor uviedol,
Ze tento spésob odozvy zvdcsa ukludni napétie na krdatky cas, ale nie je "trvalym
rieSenim” problémov sektarskeho nasilia (profesor 17. aprila 2015).

Vyskumny pracovnik naznacil, Ze na tychto stretnutiach je "nerovna spravodlivost™ a
"kopti su prindteni spravit’ ustupky ", pricom podmienky zmierenia su "hrubou
nespravodlivostou” pre koptov (1. maj 2015). Predseda Vyboru pre zmierenie v Mine pre
Al-Monitor uviedol, Ze "tradi¢né vysluchy su GcéinnejSie nez subezné sudne konanie kvoli
rychlemu ukonceniu sporu”, namiesto toho, aby sa ¢akalo roky, kym sudnictvo tato zalezZitost
spracuje ( Al-Monitor 25. aprila 2015). Pocas rozhovoru v tom istom ¢lanku s generalnym
biskupom kopskej pravoslavnej diecézy pre Minyu vdak uviedol, Ze tradi¢né vysluchy "nie su
cirkvou uznané ako rieSenia situacie" a povazuju sa za opatrenia "doCasného charakteru”,
pretoZze nerieSia hlavné pri¢iny sektarskeho nasilia, ktoré podfa neho suvisia so
zanedbavanim rozvoja Horného Egypta zo strany S$tatu (ibid.). Predseda Vyboru pre
zmierenie v Minya pre Al-Monitor uviedol, Ze "neustupnost privrzencov Moslimského
bratstva" a stav bezpravia v Egypte boli dévodom zvySenych sektarskych nasilnych
problémov v Minyi (ibid.). "

Zdroj: http://www.refworld.org/docid/557e7e814.html (dostupné dfia 24.04.2017)

H. Amnesty International: “Egypt: Vezmi na zodpovednost’ tych, ¢o stoja za
smrtelnymi utokmi na kostoly za posledné roky” zo dna 11. decembra
2016

"Najmenej 25 fudi bolo zabitych a ovela viac zranenych pri bombovom utoku, ktory sa
uskutoCnil poCas nedelnej bohosluzby v koptskom pravosliavnom kostole sv. Petra, podla
udajov zverejnenych egyptskym ministerstvom zdravotnictva. Budova je vedla katedraly
svétého Marka v okrese Abbassia, sidle koptského krestanského papeza.

"Tento sektarsky utok zamerany na koptskych krestanov, ktori sa zucastnili nedelfiajsej
modlidby, je hanebny a hlboko znepokojujuci,” povedal Philip Luther, riaditel pre vyskum a
advokaciu pre Stredny vychod a Severnu Afriku v Amnesty International.

Tento posledny utok by mal byt prebudzajucim volanim pre organy, Ze ich kroky na
zabranenie udtokov na koptskych krestanov su uZz dlho neadekvatne, uviedla Amnesty
International.
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Organizacia niekolko rokov vyzyva Egypt, aby rieSil systémové zlyhania v reakcii na takéto
nasilie, a to aj po vine nasilia proti koptskym krestanom v roku 2013. Koptski krestania su
najvdésou nabozenskou mensinou v Egypte. "

Zdroj: http://www.refworld.org/cqi-
bin/texis/vix/rwmain?page=country&docid=584e6f06331&skip=0&coi=EG Y &querysi=christia
ns&searchin=fulltext&sort=date (dostupné dria 24.04.2017)

|. Centrum pre dokumentaciu uteéencov (irsko): Egypt - Skumané a
zostavené Centrom pre dokumentaciu uteéencov v irsku v utorok 9. a
stredu 10. augusta 2016, Informacie o koptskych krestanoch vratane:
polohy; dostupnych bezpeénych oblasti; zaobchadzania na celostatnej
urovni / v Kahire; dostupnu ochranu statu; zastupenie vo vilade /
parlamente

"Publikacia zverejnena v maji 2015 udradom Spojeného kralovstva zdérazriuje, Ze
naboZenské mensiny vo v8eobecnosti Ziju rozptylené po celom Egypte. Existuju predmestia
napriklad v Kahire, v inych mestach a v niektorych dedinach, o ktorych sa vie, Ze su
"koptskymi" oblastami, ale len malo z nich je vyluéne koptskych "(Ministerstvo vnutra Velkej
Britanie (maj 2015) Egypt: Relokacia, s. 8).

V oktébri 2015 Pomoc pre cirkev v tiesni uvadza: "Nedefinované pojmy egyptskych zakonov
0 naboZenskej slobode ulahdili diskriminaciu voci zranitelnym mensinam. Koptski krestania
vS8ak zostavaju optimisticki v tom, Ze podla nich tolerantny postoj prezidenta Sisiho bude
nadalej zlepSovat’ situaciu pre nemoslimov v Egypte. "Pomoc Cirkvi v tiesni (13. oktobra
2015) prenasledovana a zabudnuta? Sprava o utlacani krestanov za ich vieru 2013-2015 -
profil krajiny Egypt a spravy o incidentoch v Egypte).

Ministerstvo zahrani¢nych veci Spojenych Statov v oktobri 2015 poznamenava, Ze:
"Sektarske nasilie v celej krajine klesalo poCas roka. Krestania v Hornom Egypte v8ak boli
neprimerane zacielovani na unosy a vydieranie. Budovanie a rekonStrukcia kostolov pri
absencii oCakavanej legislativy sa niekedy stretla so spolo¢enskym odporom a prilezZitostne
aj vyustila do nasilia". Ministerstvo zahrani¢nych veci Spojenych $tatov (14. oktébra 2015) z
roku 2014 o medzinarodnej naboZenskej slobode - Egypt).

Tento dokument tieZ uvadza: "Vlada nedokazala zabranit, vySetrovat alebo stihat’ trestné
Ciny zamerané na &lenov naboZenskych menSinovych skupin, ktoré podporovali atmosféru
beztrestnosti. Vlada nedokazala chranit’ krestanov, ktori boli ciefmi tunosov a vydierania, a
spravy uvadzaju, Ze bezpecnostni a policajni tradnici niekedy nedokazali reagovat’ na tieto
zloCiny, najma v Hornom Egypte (ibid).

V tejto sprave sa tiez uvadza, Zze "krestania boli nadalej nedostato¢ne zastupeni vo vztahu k
ich obyvatelstvu na vy$Sich viadnych poziciach” (ibid).
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V januari 2016 vybor OSN pre odstranenie rasovej diskriminacie konStatuje v sprave, Ze:
"Vybor berie na vedomie opatrenia prijaté zmluvnym S$tatom na boj proti diskriminacii a
nasiliu vocCi etnologickym naboZzenskym mensinam, najmé nasilie, ktoré vyustilo do zni¢enia
koptského majetku a kostolov. Vybor zostava v8ak znepokojeny rozsahom nezna$anlivosti a
nasilia, ktorému boli vystaveni, a to aj v pripadoch tykajucich sa brania rukojemnikov a
unosov koptskych zien. Dalej je znepokojeny z obmedzujlcich opatreni prijatych zmluvnou
stranou na podporu slobody naboZenského vyznania a naboZenskej rozmanitosti medzi
etnickymi mensinami ... " (Vybor OSN pre odstranenie rasovej diskriminacie (6. januara
2016) Vybor pre odstranenie rasovej diskriminacie: Zhrfiujuce pripomienky ku
skombinovanym periodickym spravam o Egypte -17 aZ 22).

Open Doors International v januari 2016 uviedlo: "Velka koptska menS$ina, ktora bola v
minulosti tolerovana kvoli svojej historickej pritomnosti a demografickej velkosti, aktualne celi
zavaznym tazkostiam. V poslednych rokoch sa situacia zmenila, ¢o malo za nasledok, Ze aj
historické krestanské komunity boli ciefmi utokov. EXxistuje mala, ale rastuca komunita
krestanskych konvertitorov (byvali moslimski veriaci, MBB), ktori st najviac prenasledovani,
najc¢astejSie od ¢lenov rodiny "(World Doors List 2016: Dynamika prenasledovania - Egypt) .

Tento dokument tiez uvédza, Ze: "Co sa tyka komunitnej sféry, kopti su &asto obetami
socialneho vylucenia. Vyskumni pracovnici hovoria, Ze krestania su vystaveni neustélej
diskriminacii v oblastiach ako su spravodlivost, vzdelavanie, zakladné socialne sluzby a vo
v8eobecnosti su zranitelnejsi voéi chudobe "(ibid)

V roku 2016 Bertelsmannova nadacia uviedla, Ze "krestanska (vac¢sinou koptska) mensina,
ktora tvori priblizne 7% obyvatelstva, je vo verejnom sektore nedostatoéne zastupena'
(Bertelsmann Foundation (2016) BTI 2016; .24).

"

Tato sprava tiez konstatuje: "... rastuce sektarske napétie medzi moslimami a krestanmi"
(ibid, str.24).

V sprave Freedom House vydanej v roku 2016, kfora sa venovala udalostiam
predchadzajiceho roka, sa uvadza, Ze "koptski krestania, ktori tvoria priblizne 10 percent
obyvatelstva, maju pridelenych 24 parlamentnych kresiel zo 120 kresiel vyclenenych
stranam a vysledky volieb v roku 2015 naznacuju, Ze ich zastupenie je takmer uplne zavislé
od tohto systému kvoét. Vedenie koptskej cirkvi sa od prevratu spojilo s prezidentom Sisim,
zjavne s cielom zabezpedlit bezpecnost ich volicov "(Freedom House (2016) Egypt, sloboda
vo svete 2016).

V tomfo dokumente sa tieZ uvadza, Ze: "ZneuZivanie koptov pokracovalo v roku 2015 s
pocetnymi pripadmi nateného vysidlovania, fyzickymi atokmi, bombovymi a podpalacskymi
utokmi a blokovanim vystavby kostolov. Krestania boli tiez zatykani na zaklade obvineni z
rihania sa a podobné obvinenia proti Siitom viedli k zatvoreniu charity a zatknutiu aktivistu
"(ibid).

ISFgAMIF [ e

Projekt je spolufinancovany Eurépskou uniou z Fondu pre azyl, migraciu a integraciu. Fondy pre oblast vnutornych zaleZzitosti.



_Starova ¢. 3, 811 02 - Bratislava
1CO: 31807968 / DIC: 2022095471

tel: +421 2 544 35 437

RlGHTﬁ lEAGUE faéi +zt1221129§:3166 g; 323
mobll; +
LIGA ZA LUDSKE PRAVA e-mail: hri@hrl.sk

Dokument zverejneny v maji 2016 komisiou Spojenych Statov pre medzinarodnu nabozZensku
slobodu uvadza: "Prezident al-Sisi bol prvym Statnym predstavitelom, ktory sa zucastnil
koptskej slavnosti Stedrého vedera v januari 2015. Urobil tak znovu v januéri 2016 a verejne
sa ospravedinil, Ze urady zatial nedokoncili rekonStrukciu kostolov zni¢enych v auguste 2013
a zaviazal sa dokoncit' tento proces do jedného roka. V nadvéznosti na bezprecedentny
rozsah nasilia proti koptom v lete, egyptska viada uviedla, Ze 29 fudi zomrelo v désledku
sektarskych vrazd, 52 kostolov bolo uUpine zni¢enych, dalSich 12 poSkodenych a pocetné
krestanské majetky boli zni¢ené. Na konci ohlaseného obdobia bola najmenej polovica
zni¢enych kostolov zrekonS$truovana a druha polovica bola stale rozostavana alebo v
rekonStrukcii"(ibid).

V tomto dokumente sa tiez uvadza, Ze: "Kym komunita koptov vo v8eobecnosti vita tieto a
iné symbolické gesta, represivne zakony a diskriminacné politiky proti koptom zostavaju v
platnosti vratane obvineni z riihania sa a odsudeni, obmedzenia budovania a udrZiavania
kostolov a obmedzenia konverzii na Krestanstvo z islamu. TaktieZ nadalej pretrvava
nedostatocna zodpovednost za minulé nasilné utoky; Vé&csina pachatelov z rozsiahlych
incidentov, ktoré sa vyskytli v rokoch 2011 az 2013 - a eSte predtym — nebolo stihanych.
Neschopnost' uspesne trestne stihat tych, ktori st zodpovedni za minulé nasilie proti
koptskym a inym naboZenskym mensinam, nadalej podporovala atmosféru beztrestnosti
“(ibid).

Podla spravy agentury Reuters zverejnenej v maji 2016: "Sekretarske utoky sa v Egypte
vyskytuju tak Casto, Ze zriedkavo pritahuju Siroku publicitu” (Reuters (30. maja 2016) V
egyptskej dedine utok na krestanska babicku poharial hnev).

Tento dokument tieZ poukazuje na to, Ze: "Sektarske nasilie ¢asto vznika na zaklade klebiet
0 medzinabozenskych romanikoch alebo podozreniach, Ze krestania buduju kostoly bez
pozadovaného oficialneho povolenia. Domy st podpalované, plodiny rozvracané, kostoly su
napadané a prilezitostne su kopti prindteni opustit svoje dediny, uvadzaju fudskopravne
skupiny a obyvatelia juZnej provincie Minya, ktora je domovom najvdcSej egyptskej
krestanskej komunity "(ibid).

Brookings Institute v juni 2016 uviedol: Minuly mesiac v Minya v Egypte bola 70-ro¢na
krestanka zbita a prehariana ulicami naha davom, pretozZe jej syn bol podozrivy z toho, Ze
ma vztah s moslimskou Zenou. Takéto hrézy obnovili obavy z naboZzenského konfliktu v
Egypte. Prezident Abdel-Fatah el-Sissi a jeho viada pravidelne opisuju Egypt ako zjednoteny
a ako tvrdo pracovali verejne na zniZzeni napétia medzi moslimami a krestanmi. Ale udalost’ v
Minya znovu preukazala relativnu beztrestnost egyptskej policie, ktord nereagovala na
predchadzajice upozornenia na nasilny, nabozensky motivovany utok a trvalo niekolko
hodin, kym sa objavila na scéne "( Brookings Institute (20. juna 2016) Aky je Egypt pod
spravou Sissiho v skutocnosti pre koptskych krestanov).
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V juni 2016 Medziskupina Eurépskeho parlamentu pre slobodu nabozenskych vyznani, viery
a naboZenskej tolerancie poznamenava, Ze: "Pofas obdobia podavania sprav 2014 - 2015
doSlo k zniZeniu sektarskych utokov, ale viada neprimerane chranila naboZzenské mensiny,
najmé koptskych pravoslavnych krestanov" (Eurépsky parlament Medziskupina pre slobodu
naboZenského vyznania alebo viery a naboZenskej tolerancie (30. juna 2016) Vyrocna
sprava o stave slobody nabozZenského vyznania alebo viery vo svete 2015 [Egyptsky
vyriatok]).

V juli 2016 Society for Threatened Nations vo svojej sprave uviedla, Zze: "Zo strachu z
nasilnych protestov islamskych extrémistov doteraz urady vacsinou odmietali udelit’ stavebné
povolenia pre vystavbu kostolov. V septembri 2016 parlament konec¢ne prijme novy zakon,
ktory upravi vystavbu a obnovu kostolov a zaruc¢i naboZensku slobodu pre krestanov Zijucich
v krajine "(Spolocnost’ pre ohrozené narody (1. jala 2016) Krestanski menS$ina v Egypte v
nudzi).

Dokument zverejneny Reuters v juli 2016 poznamenava, Ze: "Ortodoxni kopti tvoria asi 10
percent 90 miliénov ludi v Egypte a st najvacsim krestanskym spolo¢enstvom na Blizkom
vychode. DIho sa stazuju na diskriminaciu "(Reuters (2. Jala 2016) Militanti islamského Statu
zabili koptského ortodoxného kriaza na severe Sinaja v Egypte).

V sprave, ktoru v juli 2016 vydala spolocnost’ Minority Rights Group International, sa uvadza,
Ze: "... volby v roku 2014 odovzdali Sisimu lavinové vitazstvo ... Sisiho viadnutie bolo samo o
sebe charakterizované autoritarstvom a rozsiahlymi poruSovaniami fudskych prav vratane
svojvolného zatykania, mucCenia a nutenych zmiznuti, najmé vnimanych privrZzencov teraz
zakazaného Moslimského bratstva ... poCas celého roka vlada nadalej obmedzovala vieru a
praktiky mnohych mensin ... riziko cieleného nasilia voéi naboZzenskym mensinam inych
Egyptanov ... zostava vysoké. Sisiho drakonické politiky urobili len mélo na vyrieSenie
zékladného problému medzikomunitného konfliktu a pravdepodobne prehibili rozdelenie v
egyptskej spolocnosti. Tento nedostatok pokroku sa odzrkadlil na situacii velkej
kopskej krestanskej mensiny v Egypte, ktorej c¢lenovia su dlhodobo obetami
diskrimindcie a prenasledovania, hoci v istej miere profitovali z nedavnych politickych
reforiem v ramci Sisiho vilady. Napriklad v egyptskych narodnych volbach v oktobri
2015 obsadili koptski krestania 36 kresiel v parlamente, ¢o je 6 percent z celkového
poctu - bezprecedentny uspech, ktory predstavuje délezity mil'nik pre komunitu. Toto
bolo sprevadzané zjavnym usilim Sisiho zapojit' vedenie koptskej cirkvi ... napriek
tomu ... koptski Egyptania su nad'alej marginalizovani Statnymi institiciami a celia
pretrvavajucim rizikam sektarskeho nasilia. Jedna oblast, v ktorej $tat zlyhal pri ochrane
komunity, su pretrvavajuce prekazky pri budovani miest bohosluzieb pre nemoslimov ...
Najmé v Hornom Egypte to uz dlho prispieva k utokom na koptské kongregacie a ich
naboZenské praktiky. Zatial ¢o organy udajne namietali menej proti vystavbe a
rekonStrukciam kostolov od doby, kedy sa Sisi dostal k moci, ale komunita stale celi
obrovskym tazkostiam pri zabezpecovani oficialneho sthlasu a podpory "(Minority Rights
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Group International (12. jul 2016)) Situacia menSin a pévodnych obyvatelov vo svete za rok
2016 [ Egypt vyriatok]).

Tento dokument tieZ poznamenava, Ze: "Kopti, ich majetky a bohosluzby st aj nadalej
vystavené nasilnym utokom. V januari 2015 boli ortodoxni, katolicki a protestantski vodcovia
v meste Minya prinateni zruSit viano¢né slavnosti, ked’ boli dvaja policajti zastreleni pocas
straZenia koptského kostola. Neskér pocas Svéteho tyzdria v aprili boli oslavy Velkej noci
sprevadzané zvySenym sektarskym nasilim v provincii Minya. Kopti, ich kostoly a domovy
v Nasreji boli ponechané bez ochrany bezpe¢nostnym personalom — ¢o je velmi bezné
- ked’ boli napadnuté rozhoréenymi dedin¢éanmi po tom, ¢o bol koptsky ucitel’ a jeho
Studenti obvineni z urazky islamu po rozoslani videa, v ktorom sa udajne vysmievali
ISIS. Mnoho utokov proti komunite je umozZnovanych prave zlyhanim bezpec¢nostnych
sil pri poskytovani primeranej ochrany "(ibid).

V juli 2016 Egyptska iniciativa pre osobné prava uvadza: "Egyptska iniciativa pre osobné
prava je mimoriadne znepokojena cCoraz CastejSim sektarskym nasilim v provincii Minya,
ktora bola scénou utokov a podpalovania koptskych domovov v niekolkych mestach
"(Egyptska iniciativa pre osobné prava (18. jula 2016) EIPR upozorriuje na rastuce sektarske
utoky v provincii Minya a nalieha na Statne institucie, aby presadzovali zakon a iniciovali
socialny dialég o stavebnom prave tykajiucom sa kostolov).

Associated Press v juli 2016 poznamenava: "Moslimsky dav v juznom Egypte dobodal
koptského krestana na smrt’ kvéli osobnéemu konfliktu, ¢o viedlo k hnevu medzi krestanmi v
désledku utokov na ich komunitu, uviedli oficialne zdroje" (Associated Press, 18. jula 2016 )
Moslimsky dav v Egypte dobodal krestana na smrt’ kvoli hadke).

Tento dokument tieZz uvadza: "Krestania tvoria 10 percent prevazne moslimskej populacie v
Egypte. Sektarske nasilie sa prileZitostne vyhrocuje, najméa vo vidieckych komunitach na
juhu. Islamski extrémisti sa zamieravaju aj na krestanov "(ibid).

V sprave, ktortu vydal World Watch Monitor v juli 2016, sa uvadza, Ze: "Od maja 2016,
krestania v Egypte utrpeli viaceré utoky" (World Watch Monitor (20. jala 2016) Sedem
tyzdriov sprevéadzali desiatky incidentov proti eqyptskym Koptom).

Ahram Online v juli 2016 komentuje k "... nedavnej sérii nasilnych sektarskych dtokov na
juhu krajiny" (Ahram Online (21. jula 2016), egyptsky president Sisi slubuje po nedavnom
sektarskom nasili, Ze voci jeho pachatelom bude vyvodena zodpovednost).

World Watch Monitor v juli 2016 konStatuje: "Osem krestanskych domov bolo napadnutych a
rovnaké mnoZstvo koptov bolo zadrZzanych po tom, ¢o moslimovia v egyptskej dedine zacali
besnit, ked poculi klebety, Ze ma byt postaveny v obci novy kostol" (World Watch Monitor
(27. jula 2016) Napadnuti kopti boli prindteni uspokojit sa s ni¢im za absencie egyptskej
spravodlivosti).
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V sprave, ktoru vydala agentura Agence France Presse v juli 2016, sa uvadza: "Egyptski
kopti, najvédcSia krestanska menSina na Strednom vychode, sa uZz dlho snazia ziskat
oficialne povolenie na vystavbu kostolov. Teraz dufaju, Ze novy zakon o budovani miest pre
bohosluzby - ako mesit a kostolov - obmedzi ich diskriminaciu. Ale tu vo vidieckej juZnej
provincii Minya, dokonca aj klebeta, Ze krestania idu stavat’ kostol, méze vyvolat dav nasilia.
Kopti celia rastucemu nasiliu v poslednych rokoch. Desiatky z nich bolo usmrtenych
nasledkom sektarskych utokov po celej krajine "(Agence France Presse (28. jula 2016)
Egyptski krestania Cakaju na novy zakon, ktory by mal ukoncit' diskriminaciu).

V dokumente zverejnenom v Casopise Financial Times v auguste 2016 sa uvadza: "Koptski
krestania v Egypte - alebo kopti - ktori tvoria desatinu obyvatelov krajiny, dufali, Ze dlhodoba
diskriminacia voci ich komunite ustupi po odstraneni islamistického predchodcu prezidentom
Abdelom Fattahom al-Sisim v roku 2013. Pan Sisi potesil egyptskych krestanov navstivenim
kahirskej katedraly poCas vianocnej slavnosti. Kopci v8ak viac kritizuji neschopnost’ Sisiho
viady zastavit' utoky proti ich komunite a zabezpecit, aby pachatelia Celili spravodlivosti.
"(Financial Times (2. augusta 2016) Egyptski krestania stracaju trpezlivost’ so Sisim ako
pribudaja ttoky).

Zdroj: https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/ireland/PLib/142436.pdf (dostupné dia
24.04.2017)

J. Clanok For News World s nazvom: “Kvetnonedelné utoky: 44 mftvych,
viac ako 100 zranenych pri bombovom utoku na kostol zo strany ISIS v
Egypte” zo dna 09. aprila 2017

"Krestania su nasou oblubenou koristou" hovori ISIS
Utoky na krestanov v Egypte podkopavaju Sisiho slub o bezpeénosti

Krajina, ktora uz aj tak zdpasi s prepadajucou sa ekonomikou a prehlbujucou sa
politickou nespokojnostou, zazZila dva samovrazedné bombové utoky, ktoré zabili 44
ludi v koptskych kostoloch v Egypte na Kvetnu Nedelu, ¢o vyvolalo strach zo
zvySenia sektarskeho krviprelievania vedeného militantmi Islamskeho Statu.

Tieto utoky predstavuju jeden z najsmrtelnejSich dni ndsilia proti krestanom v Egypte
za posledné desatrocia a taktiez predstavuju vyzvu pre autoritu veduceho lidra
krajiny, prezidenta Abdala Fattaha el-Sisiho, ktory okamZite vyhlasil trojmesacny
vynimocény stav.

Islamsky Stat, ktory sa prihlasil k zodpovednosti za utoky prostrednictvom svojej
tlacovej agentury Aamaq, v decembri oznamil svoj zamer zvySit’ utoky na krestanov
po tom, ¢o samovrazedny bombovy utok na hlavny kostol v Kahire zabil najmenej 28
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l'udi. Vo februari stovky krestanov utieklo z domova na severnom Sinaji po zosuladenej
kampani atentéatov a zastraSovania v tejto oblasti.

Hoci pan Sisi uZ posilnil bezpeénost v kostoloch, nedelné krviprelievanie podciarkuje
tazkosti zastavenia samovrazednych utokov. Tieto utoky zvyraznili zlyhanie mocnych
egyptskych bezpecnostnych agentur predvidat’ koordinovanu vinu nicivych dtokov.

Viybuch v Tante, asi 50 kilometrov severne od Kahiry, sa uskutocCnil v kostole sv. Juraja, kde
urady uz predtym preventivne zapedatili hlavné dvere, aby zabrénili utokom. Utoénikovi sa
napriek tomu podarilo prekiznut bezpeénostné opatrenia, vratane detektora kovov na jednom
Z bo¢nych dveri a odpalit sa v blizkosti oltara. Najmenej 27 udi bolo zabitych a 78 dalSich
bolo zranenych, uviedli zdroje.

Krestania tvoria asi 10 percent 90 milibnov egyptskych obyvatelov, ktori su vécésinou
sunnitski moslimovia, a dlho sa stazuju na diskriminaciu a sporadické nasilie v rukach
extrémistov. "

Zdroj: http://www.foxnews.com/world/2017/04/09/egypt-church-bombing-kills-at-least-
21.html (dostupné dna 24.04.2017)

K. Clanok Al Monitor s nazvom: ,,Co znamenaju nedavne utoky pre
buducnost’ krest'anov v Egypte” z jula 2016

"Napétie medzi moslimami a krestanmi v Egypte sa dlhodobo zhorSuje a dochéadza
k stupriovaniu sektarskych utokov od arabskej jari. V poslednych tyzdrioch a mesiacoch
do8lo k vyraznému narastu néboZzensky motivovaného nasilia. "

"... Analytici sa domnievaju, Ze znepokojujuci narast prenasledovania koptskych krestanov je
cena, ktoru krestania platia za podporu prezidenta Abdala Fattaha al-Sisiho a najmé za ich
postoj k protestom podporovanym armadou, ktoré viedli k zosadeniu Morsiho. Krestania v
skutocnosti videli vtedajSieho ministra obrany Sisiho ako svojho spasitela od islamistov
a vsadili svoju plnt podporu jeho kandidature za prezidenta. V auguste 2013, kedy bolo
najmenej 800 priaznivcov Morsiho zabitych bezpelnostnymi silami pri nasilnom rozohnani
dvoch taborov na podporu Moslimského bratstva v Kahire, desiatky podporovatelov Bratstva
zacCalo besnit, podpalovat’ kostoly a niCit majetok krestanov ako ,utoky z pomsty“ vo
viacerych Castiach krajiny, podlfa miestnych sprav v médiach."

Zdroj: http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/07/egypt-tensions-christians-copts-
killings-sisi.html (dostupné dna 24.04.2017)
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L. V élanku Human Rights Watch s nazvom ,,Egypt: Nové pravo tykajluce sa
vystavby kostolov je vocéi krest'anom diskriminaéné“ zo septembra 2016
uvadza:

"Prezident Abdel Fattah al-Sisi sa zaviazal respektovat’ slobodu viery a uskutocnil
délezité navstevy bohosluzieb v koptskych kostoloch. Orgdny vsak nedokazali
ochranit’ koptskych krestanov pred nasilnymi atokmi a namiesto toho presadzovali
"zmierovacie stretnutia” s ich moslimskymi susedmi, ktoré ich zbavuju prav a
umoznuju utocénikom uniknat spravodlivosti. V niektorych pripadoch boli krestania
povinni opustit’ svoje domovy, dediny alebo mesta.

Koncom juna a v polovici jula davy zniCili Styri koptské kostoly v Kom al-Loufi a Sest’ budov
vratane skélky v Abu Yacoub po tom, ¢o moslimski susedia tvrdili, Ze krestania planuju
pouzivat svoje domy ako kostoly. "Davy napadli krestanov nedavno v inych mestach tiez.
Video z dediny na zapadnom okraji mesta Alexandria vysielané na YouTube v juni ukazalo
davy ludi skandujucich na uliciach: "Nechceme kostoly". Dav napadol krestanov a zautodil
na budovu vedla kostola, o ktorej ttoénici tvrdili, Ze poskytuje ndboZenské sluzby. Dalsie
video, ktoré sa objavilo v juli, ukazalo, Ze dav zautocil na koptské budovy v al-Fashn, dedine
v Beni Suef, na severe Miny, po podobnych obvineniach, Ze krestania pouZzivaji budovu na
modlitby. "Hoci bezpecnostné sily zatkli desiatky ludi v nadvéznosti na sektarske utoky v
Minya zacCiatkom tohto roka, vac¢$ina z nich bola prepustena bez riadneho vySetrovania alebo

stihania. Policia napriklad prepustila 16 ludi, ktori boli obvineni z utokov v Abu Yacoub po
usporiadani ,zmierovacieho stretnutia®.“

Zdroj: https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/09/15/eqypt-new-church-law-discriminates-against-
christians (dostupné dna 24.04.2017)
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REPORT

A. US Department of State: 2015 Report on International Religious Freedom
— Egypt, published 10 August 2016

“The government frequently failed to prevent, investigate, or prosecute crimes targeting
members of religious minority groups, which fostered a climate of impunity, according to a
prominent local rights organization. The government often failed to protect Christians
targeted by kidnappings and extortion according to sources in the Christian community, and
there were reports that security and police officials sometimes failed to respond to these
crimes, especially in Upper Egypt.

Police failed to act in the face of victimization of Christians in Upper Egypt who were
disproportionately targeted for kidnapping and extortion, according to human rights activists
and Christian leaders, although there were some reports of police successfully securing the
release of kidnapped Christians. In November a local human rights organization stated that
unknown assailants kidnapped a Christian man from Al-Manah, Qena, detained him for three
days, tortured him, and attempted to coerce him to convert to Islam. The man’s family paid
the kidnappers 50,000 EGP ($6,390) and the man was released. The local human rights
organization said that local police failed to act in this case and more broadly in the face of
kidnappings of Christians in parts of Qena.

On August 8, police were able to secure the release of four kidnapped Christians in Samalot,
Minya a day after they were kidnapped. Police thwarted an attempted kidnapping of a
Christian on January 26 in Tema, Sohag, arresting three would-be kidnappers. In May police
secured the release of an eight-year-old Christian child after he spent 17 days held by
kidnappers in Naga Hammadi, Qena.

The police in Samalot, Minya, did not act on complaints of a Christian family when their 5-
year-old son was kidnapped on October 21 and failed to pursue the kidnappers, according to
an international rights organization. The kidnappers released the child after his family paid
45,000 EGP ($5,625).

Lethal sectarian violence continued over the year, and included the killing of a convert to
Christianity by her Muslim family and the targeting of Christians in North Sinai based on their
religious identity. The construction of churches continued to be met with societal resistance,
including acts of violence. Such violence occurred in connection with construction of a new
church approved by the president in El-‘Our, the village from which came a majority of the 20
Egyptian Copts killed in Libya in February. In many cases, individuals charged with
denigration of religion also faced societal violence or threats of violence, according to
Christian leaders. Hate speech in the media against Shia increased, according to a human
rights group, and some Salafist groups adopted rhetoric targeting Christians, Jews, and Shia
Muslims, according to media reports.

On November 18, the Muslim uncles and cousins of a 26-year-old convert to Christianity
killed her for conversion and marriage to a Christian man, according to press reports. Her
father, who had tried to protect her from her uncles and cousins, reported to police they killed
her, press reported. Prosecutors and police officers started an investigation. Following the
killing, the press reported that senior security officials, the family of the victim, and her
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Christian husband'’s family held a reconciliation session to avoid further sectarian violence in
the village. The victim’s Muslim family reportedly demanded that the husband’s Christian
family move out of the village permanently. The outcome was unclear at year’s end.

While on duty, two Christian conscripts in their early twenties allegedly committed suicide on
June 24 and November 20. According to official forensics reports, one of the conscripts died
of multiple gunshot wounds, and the other hanged himself. The families of the conscripts
publicly rejected the investigations carried out by the army, charged that their family
members were murdered, and stated that they believed that the conscripts’ religious identity
was the reason for their killing. Additionally, a Christian news outlet reported that a third
Christian conscript was killed by a Muslim colleague on August 23, after a religious
discussion led to a disagreement between the two. The Muslim conscript confessed to the
killing, and the prosecutor’s office ordered his arrest.

Christians in North Sinai were specifically targeted in violent acts and regularly received
threats to leave the region or be killed based on their religious identity, according to a
Christian advocacy group with a presence in the region. Two Christian men were Killed in
Arish, one on January 30 and one on February 23, according to the advocacy group. Da’esh
claimed responsibility for the killing of the second. Families of the victims filed complaints
with local law enforcement, but no arrests were made. A total of 27 Christian families left
Arish in fear of more attacks as a direct response to the January and February killings,
according to the advocacy group. Masked assailants reportedly raided and burned a
Christian-owned house to the ground in Arish on February 12.

In EI-‘Our, Minya, on March 27, dozens of villagers protested the building of the new church
in honor of the Egyptian Christians beheaded by Da’esh militants in Libya in February.
President Sisi had approved the construction of the church, responding to calls by Coptic
Orthodox Church figures. A Coptic Orthodox clergyman from the region stated that protestors
besieged the village’s current church with the pastor and some of his family inside. According
to a prominent human rights group, the protestors were armed, threw Molotov cocktails at the
church, and set fire to a Christian-owned vehicle. Protestors also threw bricks at the house of
one of the Christian victims, the press reported.

A group of more than 400 Muslim youth attacked a Coptic Orthodox church in the village of
Swada in Minya Governorate on December 10, according to a Christian news site. Shortly
before the attack, the village mayor asked a leader in the local Christian community to stop
construction of the church, for which permits had been obtained in April. During the attack,
the youth destroyed contents of the church and injured construction workers. After the mayor
dispersed the youth and workers, police closed the church, according to the Christian news
site.

There were reports of increasing thefts of Christian-owned lands, especially in Upper Egypt,
according to a human rights organization.

Discrimination in private hiring remained widespread, according to sources within human
rights groups and religious communities.

Islamist groups continued to use discriminatory or hateful speech against Christians. In an
April 26 statement, 1S-Sinai explicitly threated violence against Christians in North Sinai

ISFgAMIF [ 2

Projekt je spolufinancovany Eurépskou uniou z Fondu pre azyl, migraciu a integraciu. Fondy pre oblast vnutornych zaleZzitosti.



_Starova ¢. 3, 811 02 - Bratislava
1CO: 31807968 / DIC: 2022095471

tel: +421 2 544 35 437

RlGHTﬁ lEAGUE faéi +zt1221129§:3166 g; 323
mobll; +
LIGA ZA LUDSKE PRAVA e-mail: hri@hrl.sk

based on the Christians’ alleged support of the government and for “not paying jizya (the
head tax imposed on non-Muslims living under Muslim rule) to the mujahedeen in the state of
Sinai.” An author said to be affiliated with the Muslim Brotherhood who published the online
book The Jurisprudence of Popular Resistance against the Coup said some Christians
‘besieged mosques, killed worshipers, and arrested free women” and stated that such
actions should be punished under sharia. The author also stated, “whoever is caught ...
taking off the nigab of a Muslim woman, burning a mosque, or besieging it, is to be killed
without deya (blood money or religious expiation) or dignity.” Dar Al-Ifta, the nation’s institute
for Islamic legal research, condemned the book on August 24, two days after it was
published. Additionally, according to the Atlantic Council, Islamist channels propagated hate
speech towards Christians, mostly saying the church was waging war against Islam, trying to
convert Muslims, or aimed to create a Christian state.

Officials at all levels of the U.S. government, including the Secretary of State, Ambassador,
and other Department of State and embassy officials, raised religious freedom concerns with
the government. These included cases in which the government failed to hold the
perpetrators of sectarian violence accountable; increased the number of prosecutions of
individuals for religious defamation; participated in reconciliation sessions, which were widely
believed to be unfair, to address sectarian violence; imposed restrictions on religious
discourse in the name of countering violent extremism; and prohibited conversion for Muslim-
born citizens.

In President Obama’s remarks at the February Summit on Countering Violent Extremism, he
said the slaughter of Egyptian Christians in Libya had shocked the world. During his March
visit to Sharm el-Sheikh to attend Egypt’s Economic Development Conference, the Secretary
of State noted shock and sadness in light of the “grotesque murder” of the Egypt.”

Source: http://www.ecoi.net/local 1ink/328410/455686 en.html (accessed 24.04.2017)

B. Amnesty International Report 2016/17 - The State of the World's Human
Rights — Egypt, published 22 February 2017

“Religious minorities, including Coptic Christians, Shi'a Muslims and Baha'is, continued to
face discriminatory restrictions in law and practice and inadequate protection from violence.

There were repeated attacks targeting Coptic Christians. On 11 December a bomb attack on
a church in Cairo killed 27 people. The armed group IS claimed responsibility, while the
authorities blamed a “terrorism cell” linked to the Muslim Brotherhood.

A new law regulating churches, signed by President al-Sisi on 28 September,
arbitrarily restricted their construction, repair and expansion.”

Source: http://www.ecoi.net/local 1ink/336475/466090 en.html (accessed 24.04.2017)
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C. The Economost ,,Crimes and no punishment“, published 18 August
2016

“Pope Tawadros has staunchly supported Mr Sisi, whom he once referred to as a “saviour”
and “hero”. But Christians are growing disenchanted with Mr Sisi’s lack of progress. “We
were expecting it to be much better,” says Magdi Kemal Habib of Minya, who nevertheless
backs the president. The church’s leader in Minya is more critical. “He just gives good
feelings, but these feelings need to be translated into actions,” says Bishop Makarios.
Christians still face discrimination in the job market and are under-represented in
government. The authorities often treat them like second-class citizens. It is, for example,
exceedingly hard to get the state to recognise conversions to Christianity from Islam.

When disputes with Muslims arise Christians say they are urged not to go to court. Instead
officials rely on informal “reconciliation councils”. These invariably favour Muslims, who often
face fines but no other punishment for crimes such as arson. Christians, on the other hand,
tend to get harsh justice even for minor (or inane) offences: a teacher in Minya who filmed
his students mocking the jihadists of Islamic State was convicted in court of blasphemy and
sentenced to three years in prison. Four teenage students received sentences of up to five
years in prison. Appeals are in the works, but a reconciliation council has expelled the
teacher and his family from their village.”

Source: http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21705365-violence-only-
one-problems-faced-christians-egypt-crimes-and-no (accessed 24.04.2017)

D. Freedom House Freedom in the World 2016 - Egypt

“Abuses against Copts continued in 2015, with numerous cases of forced displacement,
physical assaults, bomb and arson attacks, and blocking of church construction. Christians
were also arrested on charges of proselytizing, and similar allegations against Shiites led to
the closure of a charity and the arrest of an activist”.

In April 2016 World Watch Monitor comments on “...numerous cases of Copts targeted for
extortion, with rescue efforts often hampered by police inadequacies or unwillingness” (World
Watch Monitor (21 April 2016) Copt teenager kidnapped for ransom in Upper Egypt -
Ongoing '‘phenomenon’ targets hundreds of Egyptian Christians).”

Source: https://www.ecoi.net/local _link/327686/468426 de.html (accessed 24.04.2017)

E. US Department of State - EGYPT 2016 HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT
“Other Societal Violence or Discrimination

There were incidents of mob violence and vigilantism, particularly sectarian violence against
Coptic Egyptians. On May 20, a mob of approximately 300 armed Muslim residents of
Minya’s el-Karm village attacked seven Christian households after rumors spread of an affair
between a Christian man and Muslim woman, according to media reports. The mob burned
several Christian-owned homes and stripped naked an elderly Christian woman whom they
paraded through the streets.”

Source: https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/265706.pdf (accessed 24.04.2017)
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F. World Watch Monitor “Copt teenager kidnapped for ransom in Upper
Egypt”, published 21 April 2016

“Numerous cases of Copts targeted for extortion, with rescue efforts often hampered by
police inadequacies or unwillingness.

Targeted violence against Copts has also occurred elsewhere in the country.

In a two-year period to July 2015, CCE stated that “127 Coptic families were forced to leave
Rafah, Sheikh Zuweid and al-Arish after a rash of attacks” plaguing the Egyptian north-
eastern Sinai Peninsula where an apparent Islamist insurgency has been taking place.

“Christian homes were singled out, with threats of slaughter against kidnapped victims,” al-
Masry al-Youm quoted CCE as saying.*

Source: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/04/copt-teenager-kidnapped-for-ransom-
in-upper-egypt/ (accessed 24.04.2017)

G. Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Egypt: Situation of Coptic
Christians, including treatment; state protection available (2014-May
2015)

,Sources indicate that Christians have continued to be targeted by Islamic militants in
retaliation for their perceived support for the removal of President Morsi, or for the sake of
ransom. According to a January 2015 article by AP, Copts have complained of a rise in
kidnappings, armed robberies and assaults between 2012 and 2015. The USCIRF reports
that, regarding the situation of Copts in 2014, blasphemy convictions, restrictions on church
building, limits on conversion and "lack of accountability for violent attacks" remain in place.

2. Treatment

Sources report that Copts experience "discrimination" (Al 2015; The Independent 18 Feb.
2015). An "Egypt researcher" for Amnesty International (Al), who was interviewed by the
Independent newspaper, stated that societal discrimination against Copts "exists in some
parts of the country"” such as in areas where there is a large population of Muslim
Brotherhood supporters (ibid.).

In a telephone interview with the Research Directorate, an assistant professor of Middle
Eastern studies at the University of Kiel, who specializes in contemporary Egypt, expressed
his view that the risk of violence for Copts were the same in 2014 and "since the election of
President al-Sisi," noting that, although sectarian violence has decreased in comparison to
2013, "tensions and the threat of potential sectarian violence remain a constant problem"
(Assistant Professor 14 Apr. 2015). In a telephone interview with the Research Directorate, a
professor of Middle Eastern history at the American University in Cairo expressed the opinion
that Copts have felt "more hopeful about their situation” with the election of President al-Sisi
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but that "the threat of sectarian violence and terrorist violence remains a general problem"
(17 Apr. 2015).

The Assistant Professor explained that "sectarian violence" is a problem occurring mostly
among "regular Muslims and Copts," involving mob attacks on Coptic property, shops, and
private homes, with the degree of violence ranging from damage and looting to arson and
complete destruction of property, as well as verbal and/or physical assaults against
individuals, sometimes leading to up to a "handful" of fatalities (Assistant Professor 14 Apr.
2015). He further explained that the purpose of such attacks is mostly to "intimidate and
humble Christians, to destroy their livelihoods and possibly force them to migrate” (ibid.). The
same source explained that, in contrast to sectarian violence, "terrorist attacks" against
Copts are perpetuated and planned by a small group of people involving shootings or car
bombs and are intended to target and Kill larger numbers of people (ibid.).

Regions Where Coptic Christians Have Been Targeted

Sources report that Copts have been the target of violence and threats in the following
locations:

Upper Egypt, particularly the governorates of Al Minya, Sohag (CSW 26 Sept. 2014,
Professor 17 Apr. 2015; Assistant Professor 14 Apr. 2015), and Asyut [Asiut] (ibid.; CSW 26
Sept. 2014). Al-Monitor reports that sectarian problems have been "rampant" in Minya,
particularly in the village of Delga (Al-Monitor 24 Apr. 2014).

Areas of Cairo (Research Fellow 1 May 2015; Assistant Professor 14 Apr. 2015) occupied by
poor Coptic migrants arriving from Upper Egypt (ibid.).

North Sinai (Al-Monitor 7 Jan. 2014; Assistant Professor 14 Apr. 2015), where Copts have
been targeted and "severely threatened" by militias swearing allegiance to Islamic State
(ibid.).

In a telephone interview with the Research Directorate, a Research Fellow at the Institute of
Development Studies at University of Sussex, who has been researching Coptic issues since
1996, gave the view that "there is a constant unknown as to when a strike against [Copts]
might occur and we cannot say that they are not always at risk even if they are not located in
hotspots such as Upper Egypt" (Research Fellow 1 May 2015).

2.2 Incidents of Violence in 2014 and 2015

Human Rights Watch reports that attacks on Christian churches and property "continued" in
2014 (Human Rights Watch 29 Jan. 2015). According to Al, Copts have been subjected to
"new sectarian attacks" in 2014 (Al 2015).

In March 2014, the Vatican news agency, Agenzia Fides, reported on an attack on the Coptic
church in Ain Shams in Cairo, one of many protests by the Muslim Brotherhood following the
announcement of al-Sisi as a candidate for president (Agenzia Fides 28 Mar. 2014). The
source indicated that the "Islamist attack"” on the church led to the deaths of four people,
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including a Coptic woman who, according to church sources, was killed when attackers
noticed a crucifix in her car (ibid.). Corroborating information could not be found among the
sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response.

Sources report that Christian protestors clashed with police in September 2014 while holding
a demonstration outside a police station in Samalout town in Minya to demand that police
locate a kidnapped Coptic woman (AP 16 Sept. 2014; CSW 26 Sept. 2014). Some protesters
reportedly threw Molotov cocktails at the station and more than 30 demonstrators were
arrested (ibid.; AP 16 Sept. 2014). Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW), a Christian
advocacy group that researches issues of freedom of "religious and non-religious" beliefs in
over 20 countries (CSW n.d.), indicated that police raided the homes of local Copts the next
day, destroyed property, "physically abused residents" and detained 12 people "allegedly on
spurious grounds”; they were later released by the Samalout Misdemeanour Court (CSW 26
Sept. 2014).

Sources report the following incidents involving violence against Copts and Coptic property in
2015:

On 6 January 2015, two policemen were killed by gunmen who opened fire on them as they
were guarding a church in Minya city (AP 6 Jan. 2015; EOHR 6 Jan. 2015). They had
reportedly been guarding the church ahead of 7 January Christmas celebrations (ibid.).

In January 2015, 18 people died during clashes in several cities on the fourth anniversary of
the Egyptian revolution (Ahram Online 25 Jan. 2015; Agenzia Fides 26 Jan. 2015). The
violence included shots being fired at a church in Maadi and the fatalities included three
Copts (ibid.).

In March 2015, a Coptic Catholic church in Kafr el-Dawar, 20 kilometers from Alexandria (in
Lower Egypt), was attacked by armed men using an explosive device (Agenzia Fides 9 Mar.
2015). Two policemen guarding the church were injured (ibid.).

In early April 2015, a policeman and three to four civilians were injured when militants fired
on a church in Alexandria (Ahram Online 13 Apr. 2015; Reuters 5 Apr. 2015).

The village of al-Galaa in Minya has been the site of ongoing sectarian violence in 2015
(Assistant Professor 14 Apr. 2015; EIPR 7 Apr. 2015), where attacks on Copts in the village
reportedly took place despite a security presence (ibid.).

On 12 April 2015, in Zagazig [Shargiya governorate], two bombs exploded near the Saint
Joseph Church and at the Zagazig Evangelical church; there were no injuries (Copts United
14 Apr. 2015a; Ahram Online 13 Apr. 2015). The attack reportedly occurred on Easter (ibid.).

2.3 Abductions

Sources report that Copts have been the targets of kidnappings and extortion (Al-Ahram
Weekly 27 Mar. 2014; Agenzia Fides 3 Feb. 2014). According to Agenzia Fides, in February
2014, the police carried out a large operation in the city of Asyut to dismantle a crime
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network that had been targeting Copts for kidnapping and extortion (ibid.). According to a
December 2014 article published by the same source, the "systematic kidnapping" of Coptic
Christians had continued in Upper Egypt (Agenzia Fides 9 Dec. 2014). The Coptic Catholic
Bishop of Assyut reportedly said that there had been "no improvement" and police response
was "sporadic” (ibid.). According to Al-Ahram, nearly 100 Christians were abducted in Minya
governorate between 2011 and March 2014 (27 Mar. 2014). Agenzia Fides reported in July
2014 that Coptic Christians in Nag Hammadi [Qena governorate], had been particularly
affected by ransom kidnapping, noting that there were 72 kidnappings for ransom between
2011 and 2014, including the deaths of three victims that had been captured (Agenzia Fides
8 July 2014).

According to the Egyptian NGO Association of Victims of Abduction and Forced
Disappearance, cited by the Christian Post, between January 2011 and March 2014, 550
Coptic girls have been kidnapped, forced to convert to Islam, and forced to marry their
captors (Christian Post 18 June 2014). The same source indicates that 40 percent of the girls
were raped prior to the conversions and marriages (ibid.). The Research Fellow said that
Coptic women who have been kidnapped have also been raped, in some cases by multiple
perpetrators (1 May 2015).

2.5 Blasphemy

Human Rights Watch's World Report 2015 indicates that Egyptian authorities continued to
prosecute religious minorities, including writers and activists on charges of "contempt for
religion™ and "blasphemy™ (Human Rights Watch 29 Jan. 2015). According to the Assistant
Professor, charges of blasphemy and "offending Islam" have been a rising phenomenon
since the 2011 revolution, affecting both Christians and others, and posing a danger both to
the individuals accused, as well as in terms of triggering mob violence (14 Apr. 2015).

Sources report on instances of charges of blasphemy and/or contempt of religion involving
Copts, including:

In Luxor, a Coptic man was convicted of blasphemy and contempt of religion and sentenced
to six years in prison in June 2014 for posting pictures on Facebook that were deemed to be
offensive to Islam (AP 24 June 2014). His arrest caused an outburst of sectarian violence in
his village and unknown assailants threw Molotov cocktails at Christian-owned businesses
(ibid.).

A Coptic Christian man in Luxor was sentenced to six years imprisonment on charges of
contempt of religion for "liking" a Facebook page for Christian converts (Jubilee Campaign 27
Feb. 2015, 3; Morning Star News 25 June 2014).

A Coptic school teacher was fined and sentenced to six months in prison for insulting Islam
in June 2014 after presenting an historical comparison of religion (Ahram Online 15 June
2014; Jubilee Campaign 27 Feb. 2015, 2).

3. Government Efforts Since 2014
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A new Constitution was adopted in 2014 that guarantees freedom of religion (Human Rights
Watch 29 Jan. 2015; Freedom House 2015). However, according to Freedom House, "little
has changed in practice" since the adoption of the new Constitution (Freedom House 2015).
The Assistant Professor explained that the Coptic Church has been "optimistic" about
changes to the legal framework in Egypt since al-Sisi was elected, but that the legal
framework is less of a problem than the lack of effectiveness of state institutions in enforcing
laws and regulations (Assistant Professor 14 Apr. 2015).

3.1 Government Response to Tensions and Incidents

In its 2015 annual report, Al states that Egyptian authorities "failed to tackle discrimination
against religious minorities, including Coptic Christians" (Al 2015). According to CSW, there
are "longstanding allegations that the authorities have failed to provide sufficient protection”
for the Coptic community and that "inadequate police response has engendered a climate of
impunity" (CSW 26 Sept. 2014). Human Rights Watch indicates that, "in many cases,
authorities failed to intervene" in attacks on Christian establishments (29 Jan. 2015).
According to the Assistant Professor, there have been complaints by Copts that the police
are slow to respond, and "cannot be relied upon to protect Copts in situations of targeted
violence" (Assistant Professor 14 Apr. 2015). The Assistant Professor indicated that,
"[m]ostly, the perpetrators do not get prosecuted because the government opts for
conciliation meetings and the charges are dropped or not pursued" (ibid.). The same source
indicated that "in almost all cases" victims must drop charges against those who damaged
their properties or assaulted them in order to "buy peace™ and sometimes people also
choose to leave the area, usually moving to cities (ibid.). According to the USCIRF's 2015
report on Egypt, the situation of Copts has remained "precarious" as most perpetrators of
sectarian attacks against Copts have not been convicted, including for large-scale incidents
that occurred between 2011 and 2013 (US 30 Apr. 2015, 90). The same source states that
the inability of the authorities to successfully prosecute those accused of committing violence
and to protect Copts and other religious minorities "has fostered an atmosphere of impunity"
(ibid.).

Sources report that during periods of sectarian violence, authorities will call for conciliation
meetings between sides, and make temporary arrests on both sides of the conflict (Professor
17 Apr. 2015; Assistant Professor 14 Apr. 2015), and those arrested are then later released
(ibid.). Conciliation meetings are, according to Al-Monitor, hearings where "a decision is
rendered against one of the parties in the presence of Christian and Muslim leaders, as well
as officials from the province and the church" (Al Monitor 25 Apr. 2014). According to the
Assistant Professor, "witnesses often say that the [authorities’] response is more about
calming the situation down than investigating and locating the people responsible” (Assistant
Professor 14 Apr. 2015). Similarly, the Professor stated that this pattern of response tends to
settle tensions for a time, but is "not a permanent solution” to the problems of sectarian

violence (Professor 17 Apr. 2015).

The Research Fellow indicated that "there is an inequality of justice" through these meetings
and "Copts are made to make concessions" with the terms of the conciliation being a "gross
injustice” for Copts (1 May 2015). According to the Chairman of Minya's Reconciliation
Committee, interviewed by Al-Monitor, "traditional hearings are more effective than resorting
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to the courts because of the expedited process of ending the dispute™ rather than waiting
years for the judiciary to process the issue (Al-Monitor 25 Apr. 2015). However, during an
interview in the same article with the General Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese for
Minya, he stated that traditional hearings are "not recognized as a solution by the church”
and are seen as "stop-gap measures" that do not deal with the root causes of sectarian
violence, which he linked to the state's neglect of Upper Egypt's development (ibid.). The
Chairman of the Reconciliation Committee in Minya told Al-Monitor that the "intransigence of
Brotherhood supporters” and the state of lawlessness in Egypt were reasons for the
increased sectarian violence problems in Minya (ibid.).“

Source: http://www.refworld.org/docid/557e7e814.html (accessed 24.04.2017)

H. Amnesty International: “Egypt: Bring to justice those behind deadliest
church attack in years“, published 11 December 2016

LAt least 25 people were kKilled and many more injured in the bombing, which took place
during Sunday worship at St Peter's Coptic Orthodox Church, according to figures released
by Egypt's Health Ministry. The building is next to Saint Mark's Cathedral in the district of
Abbassia, the seat of the Coptic Christian Pope.

"This sectarian attack targeting Coptic Christians as they attended Sunday worship is
reprehensible and deeply disturbing,” said Philip Luther, Research and Advocacy Director for
the Middle East and North Africa at Amnesty International.

This latest attack should be a wake-up call to the authorities that their actions to prevent
attacks on Coptic Christians have long been inadequate, Amnesty International said.

For several years, the organization has called on Egypt to address systemic failures in the
response to such violence, including after a wave of violence against Coptic Christians in
2013. Coptic Christians are Egypt's largest religious minority.“

Source: http://www.refworld.org/cqi-

bin/texis/vtx/rwvmain?page=country&docid=584e6f06331&skip=0&coi=EGY &querysi=christia
ns&searchin=fulltext&sort=date (accessed 24.04.2017)

I. Refugee Documentation Centre (Ireland): Egypt - Researched and
compiled by the Refugee Documentation Centre of Ireland on Tuesday 9
& Wednesday 10 August 2016 Information on Coptic Christians
including: location; available safe areas; treatment of nationwide/Cairo;
available state protection; representation in government/parliament

“A publication released in May 2015 by the United Kingdom Home Office points out that:

“‘Religious minorities generally live dispersed throughout Egypt. For instance, there are
suburbs in Cairo, other cities and some villages that are known to be ‘Coptic’ areas, but few
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are exclusively Coptic” (United Kingdom Home Office (May 2015) Egypt: Background
information, including actors of protection and internal relocation, p.8).

In October 2015 the Aid to the Church in Need states: “The undefined terms of Egypt's laws
on religious freedom have made it easier to discriminate against vulnerable minorities.
However Coptic Christians remain optimistic that President Sisi's tolerant attitude will
continue to better the situation for non-Muslims in Egypt” Aid to the Church in Need (13
October 2015) Persecuted and Forgotten? A report on Christians oppressed for their Faith
2013-2015 - Egypt country profile and incident reports).

The United States Department of State in October 2015 notes that: “Sectarian violence
throughout the country declined during the year. Christians in Upper Egypt, however, were
targeted for kidnapping and extortion disproportionately. Building and re-building churches in
the absence of anticipated legislation was sometimes met with societal resistance,
occasionally turning violent” United States Department of State (14 October 2015) 2014
Report on International Religious Freedom — Egypt).

This document also notes: “The government failed to prevent, investigate, or prosecute
crimes targeting members of religious minority groups, which fostered a climate of impunity.
The government failed to protect Christians targeted by kidnappings and extortion, and there
were reports that security and police officials sometimes failed to respond to these crimes,
especially in Upper Egypt” (ibid).

It is also pointed out in this report that: “Christians continued to be underrepresented relative
to their population in senior government positions” (ibid).

In January 2016 the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
notes in a report that: “The Committee takes note of the measures taken by the State party to
combat discrimination and violence against ethno-religious minorities, particularly the
violence that has resulted in the destruction of Coptic property and churches. It remains
concerned, however, about the scale of the intolerance and violence to which they have
been subjected, including in cases involving the taking of hostages and kidnapping of Coptic
women. It is further concerned about the limited measures taken by the State party to
promote freedom of religion and religious diversity among ethnic minorities...” (United
Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (6 January 2016) Committee
on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination: Concluding observations on the combined
seventeenth to twenty second periodic reports of Egypt).

Open Doors International in January 2016 states: “The large Coptic minority, while facing
important difficulties, has been tolerated because of its historical presence and its
demographic size. In recent years, this has changed, however, causing historical Christian
communities to be targeted as well. There is a small but growing community of Christian
converts (Muslim Background Believers, MBBs), who bear the brunt of persecution, most
often from family members” (Open Doors International (13 January 2016) World Watch List
2016: Persecution Dynamics — Egypt).

This document also states that: “Regarding the community sphere, Copts are often victims of
social exclusion. Field researchers report that Christians face constant discrimination in
areas such as justice, education, basic social services and are generally more vulnerable to
poverty” (ibid)
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In 2016 the Bertelsmann Foundation states that: “The Christian (mostly Coptic) minority,
which makes up about 7% of the population, is underrepresented in the public sector”
(Bertelsmann Foundation (2016) BTl 2016; Egypt Country Report, 2016, p.24).

This report also notes: “...growing sectarian tension between Muslims and Christians” (ibid,
p.24).

A report issued in 2016 by Freedom House commenting on events of the preceding year
states: “Coptic Christians, who account for some 10 percent of the population, are allocated
24 of the parliament’s 120 party-list seats, and the 2015 election results indicate that their
representation is almost entirely dependent on this quota system. The Coptic Church
leadership has allied itself with President Sisi since the coup, apparently to ensure the
security of its constituents” (Freedom House (2016) Egypt, Freedom in the World 2016).

This document also states that: “Abuses against Copts continued in 2015, with numerous
cases of forced displacement, physical assaults, bomb and arson attacks, and blocking of
church construction. Christians were also arrested on charges of proselytizing, and similar
allegations against Shiites led to the closure of a charity and the arrest of an activist” (ibid).

A document published in May 2016 by the United States Commission on International
Religious Freedom states: “President al-Sisi was the first head of state to attend a Coptic
Christmas Eve mass in January 2015. He did so again in January 2016, publicly apologizing
that authorities had not yet finished rebuilding churches destroyed in August 2013 and
pledging to complete the process within a year. Following the unprecedented scale of
violence against Copts that summer, the Egyptian government found that 29 people died in
sectarian-related killings, 52 churches were completely destroyed, another 12 damaged, and
numerous Christian-owned properties were destroyed. At the end of the reporting period, at
least half of the destroyed churches had been rebuilt and the other half were still being
constructed or repaired” (ibid).

It is also noted in this document that: “While the Coptic community in general welcomes
these and other symbolic gestures, repressive laws and discriminatory policies against Copts
remain in place, including blasphemy charges and convictions, limits on building and
maintaining churches, and limits on conversion from Islam. There also continues to be
inadequate accountability for past violent attacks; most perpetrators from large-scale
incidents that occurred between 2011 and 2013 — and even before that — have not been
prosecuted. The inability to successfully prosecute those responsible for past violence
against Copts and other religious minorities has continued to foster an atmosphere of
impunity” (ibid).

A report released in May 2016 by Reuters notes: “Sectarian attacks occur so frequently in
Egypt that they rarely attract wide publicity” (Reuters (30 May 2016) In Egyptian village,
attack on Christian grandmother fuels anger).

This document also points out that: “Sectarian violence often erupts on the back of rumors
about inter-faith romances or suspicions that Christians are building churches without the
required official permission. Homes are burned, crops are razed, churches are attacked and,
occasionally, Copts are forced to leave their villages, say human rights groups and residents
of the southern province of Minya, home to Egypt's largest Christian community” (ibid).
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The Brookings Institute in June 2016 states: Last month in Minya, Egypt, a 70-year-old
Christian woman was beaten and dragged through the streets naked by a mob because her
son was suspected of having an affair with a Muslim woman. Horrors like these have
renewed fears of religious discord in Egypt. President Abdel-Fatah el-Sissi and his
government regularly describe Egypt as unified and have worked hard—publicly—to reduce
MuslimChristian tension. But the Minya event has once again demonstrated the relative
impunity of the Egyptian police, who failed to respond to earlier warnings of a violent,
religiously-motivated attack and took hours to appear on the scene” (Brookings Institute (20
June 2016) What Egypt under Sissi is really like for Coptic Christians).

In June 2016 the European Parliament Intergroup on Freedom of Religion or Belief and
Religious Tolerance notes that: “Over the 2014-2015 reporting period, sectarian attacks
decreased, but the government failed to adequately protect religious minorities, particularly
Coptic Orthodox Christians” (European Parliament Intergroup on Freedom of Religion or
Belief and Religious Tolerance (30 June 2016) Annual Report on the State of Freedom of
Religion or Belief in the World 2015 [Egypt excerpt)).

In July 2016 the Society for Threatened Peoples states in a report that: “For fear of violent
protests by Islamic extremists, the authorities have so far mostly refused to grant building
permits for churches. In September 2016, the Parliament will finally adopt a new law to
regulate the construction and renovation of churches, guaranteeing religious freedom for
Christians living in the country” (Society for Threatened Peoples (1 July 2016) Christian
minority in Egypt in distress).

A document released in July 2016 by Reuters notes that: “Orthodox Copts make up about 10
percent of Egypt’s 90 million people and are the Middle East’s biggest Christian community.
They have long complained of discrimination” (Reuters (2 July 2016) Islamic State militants
kill Coptic Orthodox priest in Egypt’s North Sinai).

A report issued in July 2016 by Minority Rights Group International notes that: “...elections in
2014 handed Sisi a landslide victory...Sisi's rule has itself been characterized by
authoritarianism and widespread human rights abuses, including arbitrary arrests, torture and
forced disappearances, particularly of perceived supporters of the now outlawed Muslim
Brotherhood...throughout the year the government continued to restrict the beliefs and
practices of many minorities...the risk of targeted violence against religious minorities from
other Egyptians...remains high. Sisi's draconian policies have done little to resolve the
underlying problem of inter-communal conflict and have arguably deepened divisions within
Egyptian society. This lack of progress is reflected in the situation of Egypt's sizeable Coptic
Christian minority, long victims of discrimination and persecution, who to some extent have
benefited from recent political reforms under Sisi. For example, Egypt's national elections in
October 2015 saw Coptic Christians win 36 parliamentary seats, 6 per cent of the total — an
unprecedented achievement that represents an important milestone for the community. This
has been accompanied by Sisi's apparent efforts to engage the Coptic church
leadership...Yet...Coptic Egyptians remain marginalized by state institutions and face
ongoing risks of sectarian violence. One area where the state has failed in its protection of
the community is the continued barriers to constructing houses of worship for non-
Muslims...Particularly in Upper Egypt, this has long contributed to the targeting of Coptic
congregations and their religious practices. While authorities have reportedly objected less to
church construction and renovations since Sisi took power, the community has still faced
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tremendous difficulties in securing official approval and support” (Minority Rights Group
International (12 July 2016) State of the World's Minorities and Indigenous Peoples 2016

[Egypt excerpt)).

This document also notes that: “Copts, their properties and places of worship also remain
vulnerable to violent attacks. In January 2015, Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant leaders in
Minya were forced to cancel Christmas celebrations after two policemen were gunned down
while guarding a Coptic church. Later, during Holy Week in April, Easter celebrations were
accompanied by heightened sectarian violence in Minya governorate. Copts, their churches
and homes in Nasreya were left poorly protected by security personnel — a common
occurrence — when attacked by angry villagers after a Coptic teacher and students were
accused of insulting Islam after a video was circulated in which they reportedly ridiculed ISIS.
Many attacks against the community are enabled by the failure of security forces to provide
adequate protection” (ibid).

In July 2016 the Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights states: “The Egyptian Initiative for
Personal Rights is extremely concerned with the increasing frequency of sectarian violence
in the Minya governorate, which has been the scene of attacks and the burning of Copts’
homes in several towns” (Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights (18 July 2016) EIPR warns
of increasing sectarian attacks in Minya governorate and urges state institutions to enforce
the law and initiate social dialogue on the church construction law).

The Associated Press in July 2016 notes: “A Muslim mob in southern Egypt stabbed a Coptic
Christian to death over a personal feud, officials said Monday, stoking anger among
Christians amid a spike in assaults on their community” (Associated Press (18 July 2016)
Muslim mob stabs Christian to death in Egypt over feud).

This document also states: “Christians make up 10 percent of Egypt's mostly Muslim
population. Sectarian violence occasionally erupts, mainly in rural communities in the south.
Islamic extremists have also targeted Christians” (ibid).

A report issued in July 2016 by World Watch Monitor states that: “Since May 2016, Egypt's
Christians have suffered multiple attacks” (World Watch Monitor (20 July 2016) Seven weeks
see a dozen incidents against Egypt's Copts).

Ahram Online in July 2016 comments on: “...a recent series of violent sectarian attacks in
the country's south” (Ahram Online (21 July 2016) Egypt's President Sisi vows to hold
violators to account after recent sectarian violence).

World Watch Monitor in July 2016 notes: “Eight Christian homes were attacked and an equal
number of Copts were detained after Muslims in an Egyptian village went on a rampage
following rumours of a house church being built” (World Watch Monitor (27 July 2016) Copts
attacked, forced to settle for nothing, in absence of Egyptian justice).

A report issued by the Agence France Presse in July 2016 notes: “Egypt's Copts, the Middle
East's largest Christian minority, have long struggled to obtain official permission to build
churches. They are now hoping a new law on building houses of worship -- both mosques
and churches -- will curb discrimination against them. But here in the rural southern province
of Minya, even the rumour of Christians building a church can spark mob violence. Copts
have faced growing violence in recent years. Dozens have been killed in sectarian attacks
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across the country” (Agence France Presse (28 July 2016) Egypt Christians look to new law
to end discrimination).

A document published by the Financial Times in August 2016 states: “Egypt’s Coptic
Christians — or Copts — who make up an estimated tenth of the country’s population, hoped
that longstanding discrimination against their community would recede after President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi ousted his Islamist predecessor in 2013. Mr Sisi delighted Egypt’s Christians
by visiting Cairo cathedral during Christmas mass. But the Copts have grown more critical of
the failure of the Sisi government to stop attacks against their community and ensure that the
perpetrators face justice” (Financial Times (2 August 2016) Egypt’s Christians lose patience
with Sisi as attacks spike).”

Source: https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/ireland/PLib/142436.pdf (accessed
24.04.2017)

J. For News World “Palm Sunday attacks: 44 dead, more than 100 injured
in church bombings carried out by ISIS in Egypt”, published 9 April 2017

“CHRISTIANS ARE OUR FAVORITE PREY,'ISIS SAYS

Attacks on Christians in Egypt Undercut Sisi’s Promise of Security

Rattling a country already wrestling with a faltering economy and deepening political malaise,
two suicide bombings that killed 44 people at Coptic churches in Egypt on Palm Sunday
raised the specter of increased sectarian bloodshed led by Islamic State militants.

The attacks constituted one of the deadliest days of violence against Christians in Egypt in
decades and presented a challenge to the authority of the country’s leader, President Abdel
Fattah el-Sisi, who promptly declared a three-month state of emergency.

The Islamic State, which claimed responsibility for the attacks through its Aamaq news
agency, signaled in December its intention to step up attacks on Christians when a suicide
bombing at a major Cairo church killed at least 28 people. In February, hundreds of
Christians fled their homes in north Sinai after a concerted campaign of assassination and
intimidation in the area.

Although Mr. Sisi had already stepped up security at churches, Sunday’s bloodshed
underscores the difficulty of stopping suicide attacks. More starkly, it highlighted the failure of
Egypt's powerful intelligence agencies to anticipate a coordinated wave of devastating
attacks.

The explosion in Tanta, about 50 miles north of Cairo, occurred at St. George’s church,
where the authorities had already sealed the main door to prevent attacks. The bomber
managed to slip past security measures, including a metal detector, at one of the side doors,
and blew himself up near the altar. At least 27 people were killed and 78 others injured,
officials said.

ISFgAMIF [ e

Projekt je spolufinancovany Eurépskou uniou z Fondu pre azyl, migraciu a integraciu. Fondy pre oblast vnutornych zaleZzitosti.


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/ireland/PLib/142436.pdf

_Starova ¢. 3, 811 02 - Bratislava
1CO: 31807968 / DIC: 2022095471

tel: +421 2 544 35 437

RlGHTﬁ lEAGUE faéi +zt1221129§:3166 g; 323
mobll; +
LIGA ZA LUDSKE PRAVA e-mail: hri@hrl.sk

Christians make up about 10 percent of Egypt’s 90 million people, who are mostly Sunni
Muslim, and have long complained of discrimination and sporadic violence at the hands of
extremists.”

Source: http://www.foxnews.com/world/2017/04/09/egypt-church-bombing-kills-at-least-
21.html (accessed 24.04.2017)

K. Al Monitor ,What do recent attacks mean for future of Egypt's
Christians“, published July 2016

»lensions have long simmered between Muslims and Christians in Egypt and sectarian
attacks have escalated since the Arab Spring. In recent weeks and months, there has been a
marked increase in religiously motivated violence.’

‘...Analysts believe that the worrisome spike in persecution of Coptic Christians is the price
Christians are paying for supporting President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and particularly for their
stance on the military-backed protests that led to the overthrow of Morsi. Indeed, Christians
had seen then-Defence Minister Sisi as their saviour from the Islamists and had thrown their
full weight behind his candidacy for President. In August 2013, when at least 800 Morsi
supporters were Kkilled by security forces in the violent dispersal of two pro-Muslim
Brotherhood sit-ins in Cairo, scores of Brotherhood supporters went on a rampage, burning
churches and destroying property of Christians in "revenge attacks" in several parts of the
country, according to local media reports.“

Source: http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/07/egypt-tensions-christians-copts-
Killings-sisi.html (accessed 24.04.2017)

L. Human Rights Watch ,Egypt: New Church Law Discriminates Against
Christians“, published September 2016

LPresident Abdel Fattah al-Sisi pledged to respect freedom of belief and made important
visits to Coptic Christmas masses. Authorities, however, have failed to protect Coptic
Christians from violent attacks and instead enforced ‘reconciliation” sessions with their
Muslim neighbours that deprive them of their rights and allow attackers to evade justice. In
some cases, Christians were obliged to leave their homes, villages or towns.

In late June and mid-July, mobs destroyed four Coptic homes in Kom al-Loufi and six
buildings, including a nursery, in Abu Yacoub after Muslim neighbours claimed Christians
planned to use the houses as churches.” Mobs have attacked Christians recently in other
cities and towns as well. Video from a village on the western outskirts of Alexandria aired on
YouTube in June showed scores of people in the streets chanting, “We don’t want a church.”
The mob assaulted Christians and attacked a building next to a church that the attackers
claimed offered religious services. Another video that appeared in July showed a mob
attacking Coptic buildings in al-Fashn, a village in Beni Suef governorate, north of Minya,
after similar allegations that Christians were using a building for prayers.’ ‘Though security
forces arrested dozens of people following the sectarian attacks in Minya earlier this year,
most were released without proper investigation or prosecution. For example, police released
16 people accused of the attacks in Abu Yacoub after a “reconciliation” session.

ISFgAMIF [ e

Projekt je spolufinancovany Eurépskou uniou z Fondu pre azyl, migraciu a integraciu. Fondy pre oblast vnutornych zaleZzitosti.


http://www.foxnews.com/world/2017/04/09/egypt-church-bombing-kills-at-least-21.html
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2017/04/09/egypt-church-bombing-kills-at-least-21.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/07/egypt-tensions-christians-copts-killings-sisi.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/07/egypt-tensions-christians-copts-killings-sisi.html

_Starova ¢. 3, 811 02 - Bratislava
1CO: 31807968 / DIC: 2022095471

tel: +421 2 544 35 437

RIGHTQ LEAGUE fak))(l +42221129§481%£81§ jgg
moDbil: +
LIGA ZA LUDSKE PRAVA 421,018 682 457

Source: https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/09/15/egypt-new-church-law-discriminates-against-
christians (accessed 24.04.2017)
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